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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503




Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF:   FOI 970

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find attached a spreadsheet containing the information, where held, which you requested.

For each of the following financial years:
· 2023/24
· 2024/25
· 2025/26
Please provide the following information:
1. The total budget allocated by the local authority for Residential Family Centre placements.
2. The total actual expenditure on Residential Family Centre placements.
3. The total number of families/placements placed in Residential Family Centres.
4. The total number of placement weeks purchased.
5. The average weekly cost per family/placement, if held.
6. The average length of placement, if held.
7. Of the Residential Family Centre placements purchased in each year, where this information is held, the number purchased:
· on a spot-purchase basis; and
· through a framework, block contract, guaranteed-volume arrangement or other commissioned arrangement.
8. Please confirm whether the authority currently has any block-purchasing, guaranteed-volume or other contracted arrangement for Residential Family Centre provision.
9. The number of Residential Family Centre placements made outside the local authority area during each financial year.
10. The number of referrals for Residential Family Centre provision where a placement could not be secured, if this information is recorded.
11. Where recorded, the number of families referred for Residential Family Centre assessment where the authority subsequently used a community-based family assessment/support alternative rather than a residential placement.
12. Please provide the authority’s agreed or forecast 2026/27 budget for Residential Family Centre provision, where available.
For clarity, this request relates specifically to placements in Residential Family Centres, rather than parent-and-child fostering placements or other forms of family support or assessment delivered in the community, except for the specific information requested at question 11.
 
If average weekly cost is not held as a recorded figure, please provide the weekly placement rates/cost information that is held. Similarly, if any information requested is not held in precisely the format above, I would be grateful if you could provide the closest equivalent information available rather than undertake new analysis.
 
Where 2025/26 expenditure or activity figures have not yet been finalised, please provide the most recent available figures and identify these as provisional.


Please be advised that the document is being provided in Microsoft Excel Comma Separated Values File, rather than standard Excel file format, following guidance issued from the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) concerning the disclosure of data onto shared platforms. To ensure that data can be shared in as secure a manner as possible, Wakefield Council has decided to use the CSV format for the disclosure of all spreadsheets

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 
 
Yours sincerely 

Senior Information Governance Officer  
Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield Council 
E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Tel: 01924 306112 
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