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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 1 September 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 903
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

Please provide the list of categories or headings under which your department records financial losses, write-offs, and special payments.
For each category, please provide the total monetary value recorded for the last three completed financial years.
To confirm, all I require is the category name that your department uses and the total amount recorded under that category. These figures should already be a matter of record within your existing financial reporting processes and therefore should not require any additional analysis or reclassification.
Categories may include, but are not limited to: fraud, overpayments, unrecoverable debts, theft, misappropriation, losses due to error or negligence, contract failures, procurement disputes or terminated contracts, failed or abandoned IT/digital projects, compensation payments, ex-gratia payments, and payments made under settlement agreements (including those containing confidentiality clauses or non-disclosure provisions).
If any category or heading used to record losses has changed name, been merged, split, or reclassified during the three-year period, please identify the change.

For clarity, an example of the type of output requested for each category and for each financial year would be totals such as:
· £50m recorded under fraud
· £120m recorded under overpayments

· £300m recorded under unrecoverable debts

· £40m recorded under settlement agreements

· £200m recorded under failed IT projects

· £80m recorded under procurement disputes

These examples are illustrative only. Please provide the categories actually used by your department and the totals recorded under each for each of the last three years.

Of the three headings requested in the FOI, (financial losses, write-offs, special payments), only ‘write-offs’ can be extracted as a category on the Wakefield MDC financial ledger.

Further, within the write-offs category, there is no sub detail descriptive categories – the assumption withing this category is that it is ‘unrecoverable debt’.

The figures below exclude Schools, and exclude ‘Collection Fund’ activities, (i.e. Council Tax & Business Rates), - the latter because the Council are only responsible for certain shares or elements of those debts.

In the financial years in question, the following amounts have been recorded as being ‘written-off’:

2023/24                            £10,397

2024/25                            £313,812

2025/26                            £178,541

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

 

Yours sincerely 

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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