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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 12 August 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 788
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

1. In 2025, how many adult safeguarding concerns did you receive where the subject was considered to be experiencing or at risk of experiencing sexual exploitation? 

In responding to this question we have only been able to provide a response where the safeguarding module has been completed which only happens for S42 and S42 other cases . See Section 12 Notice below

With regard to concerns which progressed to S42 – 1 case of sexual exploitation is recorded

2. Of those referrals, how many resulted in (1) a Section 42 enquiry, and (2) other safeguarding enquiries?

With regards to concerns which progressed to S42 Other – 0 cases recorded as sexual exploitation

3. Is there a multi-agency forum in this local authority area which discusses individual cases of children who have been subject to sexual exploitation (e.g. Slavery Exploitation Risk Assessment Conference)?

Yes, Wakefield Council hold ‘RAM’ which is the Risk Assessment Meeting and is a multiagency forum.

4. If yes:

a. Please provide the name(s) of the group(s)

RAM- Risk Assessment Meeting.
b. Does it focus specifically on sexual exploitation or on exploitation or other forms of harm more broadly?
These meetings discuss all cases of child exploitation, including both Child Criminal and Child Sexual exploitation. More broadly, these meetings can be used to discuss risk outside the home if there are any concerns around exploitation linked to these.

c. What happens when a child subject to multi-agency case management in relation to sexual exploitation turns 18?

There would be no further involvement or intervention with individuals when they turn 18, as, at that point they would close to Children’s Services. Where necessary, there may be an onwards referral made upon adulthood to Adult Services or to Transition Teams to continue support.
5. Is there a multi-agency forum in this local authority area which discusses individual cases of adults who have been subject to sexual exploitation (e.g. Slavery Exploitation Risk Assessment Conference)?  Yes
6. If yes:

a. Please provide the name(s) of the group(s)
 
 “RAM” which is held weekly – this is the risk assessment meeting and is 

          multiagency. 
b. Does it focus specifically on sexual exploitation or on exploitation or other forms of harm more broadly?

We discuss all cases of child exploitation – both Child Criminal and Child Sexual exploitation. More broadly we can use it to discuss risk outside of the home if there are concerns around exploitation linked to these. 
c. Which agencies are involved? 

CE Team, Social Workers, Youth Justice, CE Police, Health, Sexual Health, CAMHS, Education, Targeted Early Help/Early intervention services, Substance misuse services, Ivison Trust. People are invited as needed.
7. What housing pathways are available for people experiencing or at risk of homelessness due to fleeing sexual exploitation?

The Council does not operate a dedicated homelessness pathway specifically for individuals fleeing sexual exploitation. Where a person is homeless or threatened with homelessness as a result of sexual exploitation, they would be assessed under the statutory homelessness duties contained within Part 7 of the Housing Act 1996. Their individual circumstances, risks and support needs would be considered, and where appropriate the Council would work with relevant safeguarding agencies and specialist support organisations to develop a suitable housing and support response.

8. Do you commission a service to support women who have experienced sexual exploitation and/or who are involved in the sex industry?

The homelessness service does not commission a service to support women who have 
experienced sexual exploitation and/or who are involved in the sex industry.

9. If yes: Not applicable.
a. How much funding is provided?

b. Is this funded via a particular funding stream?

c. Is the funding specifically for support for those who have experienced sexual exploitation and/or who are involved in the sex industry, or is this part of a wider service (e.g. a sexual assault service that also supports those who have experienced sexual exploitation)?

Section 12(1) Notice – Cost of Compliance Exceeds Appropriate Limit

Under the Act (Section 12) the Authority has the right to refuse to release the information where it is reasonably estimated that the cost of complying with a request would exceed £450 (calculated on the basis of 18 hours @ £25 per hour).  On this occasion we have estimated (please see the following paragraph) that the cost of determining whether we hold the requested information and locating, retrieving and extracting it would exceed £450.  The Authority has therefore decided to refuse your request. 

In order to provide a fuller response to this request, the Trust would be required to undertake a manual review of all safeguarding concerns recorded during the requested period of 1 January 2025 to 31 December 2025.

There were 3,793 safeguarding concerns recorded during this period. The information requested is not held in a reportable format and would require each safeguarding concern to be individually examined to identify, extract and record the relevant information.

Based on a conservative estimate of 2 minutes per record, the time required to review all 3,793 safeguarding concerns would be approximately 126.4 hours (3,793 × 2 minutes = 7,586 minutes ÷ 60 = 126.4 hours).

Under Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, a public authority is not obliged to comply with a request if the authority estimates that the cost of compliance would exceed the appropriate limit. For NHS organisations, the appropriate limit is £450, calculated at a rate of £25 per hour, equating to 18 hours of work.

As compliance with this request would require approximately 126.4 hours of work, significantly exceeding the appropriate limit, the Trust is unable to comply with the request under Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 16: Advice and Assistance 

Under Section 16 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Authority has a duty to provide advice and assistance, where reasonable.

In this instance, the requested information is not held in a format that would allow it to be extracted within the cost limit, and it is not possible to refine or narrow the request in a meaningful way that would bring it within the appropriate limit. This is because the information can only be obtained through a manual review of individual case records

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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