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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 30/07/2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 730
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find the response to your request below. 
This request relates to the council’s animal welfare enforcement, dog control and animal activity licensing functions. I am seeking aggregated, recorded information only. I am not requesting personal data, complainant details, licence-holder names, addresses, case files, inspection reports, or details of individual investigations.

For English local authorities, this request includes functions relating to the Animal Welfare Act 2006 and the Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018.

Please provide the information for the following financial years:

· 2024/25
· 2025/26

If information is not held for both years, please provide the most recent year for which it is held.

Please provide the following information:

STAFFING AND CAPACITY

For each financial year, please provide:

a. The number of full-time equivalent staff whose role included animal welfare enforcement, animal activity licensing, dog control, stray dog enforcement, or related animal welfare responsibilities.
2024/2025 = 5.2

2025/2026 = 5.2
b. Whether the council had a dedicated animal welfare officer, animal licensing officer, dog warden, stray dog officer, or equivalent role. Please answer Yes/No and provide the job title where held.
Animal Welfare Officer- yes

Animal Licensing Officer- yes

Dog Warden- yes

2024/5 

Dog wardens (2.6)

Senior Animal Health Inspector (welfare and licensing) (1)

Animal Health and Welfare Officer (licensing) (1)

2025/6 

Dog wardens (2.6)

Senior Animal Health Inspector (welfare and licensing) (1)

Animal Health and Welfare Officer (licensing) (1)

COMPLAINTS, REPORTS AND SERVICE DEMAND
For each financial year, please provide:

a. the total number of recorded complaints, reports or service requests received by the council relating to animal welfare, animal activity licensing, stray dogs, dog control, or suspected unlicensed animal activity. 
If these are recorded under separate categories, please provide the figures using the council’s existing recorded categories.
	Task code
	2024/5
	2025/6

	Trading without a licence
	72
	76

	Animal Health Advice
	52
	51

	Animal Licenced premises
	13
	16

	Animal Licensing Advice
	23
	22

	Animal Welfare in Transit
	1
	7

	Animal welfare not farmed
	5
	12

	Animal Welfare on farm
	1
	8

	Dangerous dog at property
	159
	168

	Dear Farm Animal 
	2
	2

	Dog Fouling
	526
	572

	Dog on Dog attack
	148
	127

	Dog Welfare
	2
	1

	Report of lost dog
	139
	123

	Stray dangerous dog
	28
	26

	Stray dog - operating hours
	198
	159

	Stray dog - out of hours
	137
	100

	Stray to collect from finder
	288
	238

	TOTAL
	1857
	1708


INSPECTIONS AND VISITS
For each financial year, please provide:

a. the total number of recorded inspections or visits carried out by the council relating to animal activity licensing, animal welfare, dog control, or suspected unlicensed animal activity.
Wakefield Council do not record this information separately outside of the below categories.
	Job type
	2024/5
	2025/6

	Animal Activity Licensing inspections
	51
	81

	Unlicensed animal activity visits
	13
	10


ANIMAL ACTIVITY LICENSING
For each financial year, please provide:

a. The number of animal activity licences in force at the end of the financial year
2024/2025 = Information not held.
2025/2026 = 210
b. The number of animal activity licence applications received.
2024/2025 = 65

2025/2026 = 94
c. The number of animal activity licence applications refused.
2024/2025 = 0

2025/2026 = 0
d. The number of licences suspended or revoked.
2024/2025 = 0

2025/2026 = 1
If possible, please provide these figures by activity type, for example dog breeding, pet selling, dog boarding, cat boarding, home boarding, dog day care, hiring out horses, and keeping/training animals for exhibition. If this breakdown is not held, please provide the total figures held.
	Licence applications received
	2024/5
	2025/6

	DWA
	0
	0

	Cattery
	5
	4

	Dog breeding
	5
	9

	Commercial Dog day care
	2
	4

	Home boarding
	33
	51

	Kennel
	4
	3

	Exhibition of animals
	2
	3

	Hiring of Horses
	1
	2

	Selling as pets
	10
	16

	Kennel cattery combined
	2
	2

	Commercial daycare / home boarding
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	65
	94


ENFORCEMENT ACTION

For each financial year, please provide:

a. the total number of recorded formal enforcement actions taken by the council relating to animal welfare, animal activity licensing, dog control, or suspected unlicensed animal activity.
2024/2025 = 63

2025/2026 = 39
This may include written warnings, improvement notices, compliance notices, suspension notices, revocations, simple cautions, prosecutions, or other formal enforcement action. If possible, please provide a breakdown by type of enforcement action. If this breakdown is not held, please provide the total figure held.
	Enforcement Action
	2024/5
	2025/6

	Written warnings
	53 Community Protection Warnings (dog wardens)
	32 Community Protection Warnings (dog wardens)

	Improvement notices
	0
	0

	Compliance notices
	0
	0

	Suspension notices
	0
	0

	Revocations
	0
	1

	Simple cautions
	0
	0

	Prosecutions
	0
	0

	Other formal enforcement action
	6 Community Protection Notices by dog wardens

4 Criminal Behaviour Orders  by dog wardens


	5 Community Protection Notices by dog wardens

1 Fixed Penalty Notice by Dog Wardens

	TOTAL
	63
	39


PROSECUTIONS

For each financial year, please provide:

a. the number of prosecutions brought by the council relating to animal welfare, animal activity licensing, dog control, or suspected unlicensed animal activity.
2024/2025 = 0

2025/2026 = 0
BUDGET AND RESOURCES

For each financial year, please provide:

a. The council’s recorded budget for animal welfare enforcement, animal activity licensing, dog control, stray dogs, or related animal welfare functions.
2024/2025 =    £276,385.40 

2025/2026 =    £270,143.01 
b. The council’s recorded income from animal activity licensing fees.
2024/2025 = £29,424.28  

2025/2026 = £36,146.59

 If these figures are not held separately, please state “not separately recorded”.

PARTNERSHIP WORKING

Please confirm whether the council has any recorded partnership arrangement, protocol, memorandum of understanding, service level agreement, or regular operational working arrangement relating to animal welfare enforcement, animal activity licensing, stray dogs or dog control with any of the following:

· Police No
· RSPCA No
· Other animal welfare charities or rescue organisations Yes
· Veterinary practices or veterinary inspectors Yes
· Other local authorities No
Please answer Yes/No for each partner type where held. Please do not provide personal contact details.
I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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