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Transformation Directorate
Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 684

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your follow up request below. 

1. MALD® is recognised as a specialist parenting assessment model, training programme, and toolkit developed by experts in neurodivergence, learning needs, and social work practice. Thousands of MALD® assessments have been completed nationally and courts throughout the UK direct MALD® Assessments daily. Please confirm whether your Local Authority’s social work teams have had the opportunity to explore the MALD® model?
No, Wakefield Council have not explored the MALD model.

2. Following the Family Justice Council’s 2025 Neurodiversity Guidance and the ongoing Family Law and Advice for the Neurodivergent Community (FLANC) campaign, please advise whether your social work teams are trained, confident, and equipped to work effectively with vulnerable parents, including neurodivergent parents?
Workers in the Complex Care Needs Team have ongoing access to training and also work as a multi-agency team around the child to support vulnerable parents.

3. The MALD® toolkit, developed by Autism and Learning Needs specialists, is designed for use from the first social work visit. Please confirm whether your Local Authority has reviewed this toolkit and whether it is being considered to support more accessible, needs‑-led engagement with parents?
No,Wakefield Council have not reviewed the MALD toolkit.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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