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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 15/07/2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 653
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find the response to your request below. 
1. The number of households in council tax arrears for each financial year from 2015-16 to 2025-26.
	2015/16
	1,457

	2016/17
	2,049

	2017/18
	2,680

	2018/19
	3,412

	2019/20
	4,629

	2020/21
	4,628

	2021/22
	6,409

	2022/23
	7,398

	2023/24
	9,323

	2024/25
	12,461

	2025/26
	22,766


2. Of those households who are in council tax arrears please provide the average amount of arrears a household is in for each financial year from 2015-16 to 2025-26.
	2015/16
	£353.11

	2016/17
	£364.26

	2017/18
	£384.49

	2018/19
	£386.49

	2019/20
	£385.06

	2020/21
	£383.96

	2021/22
	£458.13

	2022/23
	£458.33

	2023/24
	£500.3

	2024/25
	£515

	2025/26
	£457.53


3. The total amount of council tax arrears for each financial year from 2015-16 to 2025-26.
	2015/16
	£514,475.65

	2016/17
	£746,378.71

	2017/18
	£1,030,438.45

	2018/19
	£1,318,708.88

	2019/20
	£1,782,454.38

	2020/21
	£1,776,968.80

	2021/22
	£2,936,171.54

	2022/23
	£3,390,694.57

	2023/24
	£4,664,289.72

	2024/25
	£6,417,370.96

	2025/26
	£10,416,108.95


4. The highest amount owed by one household for 2025-26 for the most recent financial year.
The highest amount owed by one household for the financial year 2025/26 is £8,744.80.
I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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