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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503




Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF:   FOI 563

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

Please find attached a spreadsheet containing the information, where held, which you requested.

1. Which individuals or organisations have claimed Housing Benefit or equivalent financial aid from the government for Exempt Accommodation in the Wakefield District each year for the past 5 years? Please see attached
2. How many individuals or organisations have claimed housing benefit or equivalent financial aid for exempt accommodation in the Wakefield district each year for the past 5 years? Please see attached
3. How much housing benefit or equivalent financial aid for exempt accommodation was claimed by organisations as a monetary sum each year for the past five years? Please see attached




4. How many shared houses or houses of multiple occupancy have been identified in the wakefield district each year for the past five years. Housing benefit records are not kept separately for shared housing or HMO’S therefore we are unable to provide information relating solely to these claims


5. How many certificates of lawful use for pre-existing shared accomodation or HMOs that do not need a license, have been granted in the wakefield district each year for the past five years.
6. How many planning applications have been received, each year for the past five years, to develop new shared houses or Houses of Multiple Occupancy. 
7. How many planning applications have been rejected, each year for the past five years, to develop new shared houses or houses of multiple occupancy.
8. How many planning applications have been approved, each year for the past five years, to develop new shared houses or Houses of Multiple Occupancy.

For questions 5- 8 . We do not hold a separate, reportable category for planning applications specifically for HMO’s. 

However, full details of all planning applications are publicly available through the Council’s Planning Public Access system.

You can search for any applications of interest using keywords (for example, “HMO”), and filter by geographical location and dates. The system provides application outcomes, dates, and all associated documents submitted.

You can access the Planning Public Access site here:

https://planning.wakefield.gov.uk/online-applications

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 
 
Yours sincerely 

Senior Information Governance Officer  
Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield Council 
E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Tel: 01924 306112 
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