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Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF:   FOI 489

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I would like to request information relating to expenditure changes announced by the Leader of the Council during his speech at the Annual General Meeting of Full Council.

The announcements included:
· doubling the road markings budget, funded through a reduction in “net zero” spending; and ending deputy cabinet member allowances in order to fund cost-of-living measures.

Please provide the following information:
1. Please confirm whether these announcements constitute:
a) formal decisions already taken by the Council; or
b) statements of intended policy subject to future decision-making processes. 

The level of the virement is within the delegated powers and the adjustment was made by finance without the requirement for a decision notice. Therefore we do not hold the recorded information requested.


2. If formal decisions have already been taken, please provide:
· the date of each decision;
· the decision-maker(s) (including councillor, committee, cabinet, officer, or other body);
· the relevant decision-making mechanism, delegated authority, or constitutional provision used; and
· copies of, or links to, any relevant decision notices, reports, delegated officer decisions, cabinet reports, council reports, or minutes.

The level of the virement is within the delegated powers and the adjustment was made by finance without the requirement for a decision notice. Therefore we do not hold the recorded information requested.

3. In relation to the announced reduction in “net zero” spending, please provide:
· the specific budget line-items, projects, schemes, reserves, or allocations proposed to be reduced, removed, deferred, or reprofiled;
· the value of each proposed reduction; and
· details of any projects or schemes affected.

A virement of £41,000 has been applied. It is supported by the deletion of a vacant post. As such there is no impact on specific schemes or projects

4. In relation to the proposed increase in road markings expenditure, please provide:
· the total additional budget allocation;
· the budget line to which it will be allocated;
· details of how the funding is intended to be spent; and
· whether any list of approved or proposed projects will be amended as a result.

Additional budget allocation:
£30,400 additional part-year funding has been provided.

Total budget:
This increases the total lining budget for the current financial year to £72,000.  As only part-year funding was received, this will be increased to a full-year allocation for 2027/28.

Budget allocation:
The funding is allocated to the road markings (lining) budget.

How the funding will be spent:
The additional funding is being used to:
Increase lining activity across the district
Enable the contractor to spend more time in the area

An updated lining programme has been developed and discussions have been undertaken with the contractor to accelerate delivery.

5. If existing projects, schemes, or funding allocations are to be amended, reduced, or reprioritised as part of these changes, please provide:
· the criteria that will be used to determine amendments;
· any assessment, scoring, or prioritisation methodology being used; and
· copies of any relevant guidance or officer advice.

. Amendments, Prioritisation and Criteria
Works are prioritised based on operational need, with a focus on:
· Safety-critical lining
· Network condition
· Prioritisation also reflects available resources

Guidance / methodology:
     We use standard operational and asset management practices.  The primary focus is on 
      ensuring efficient use of funding to maintain safe road conditions.


6. In relation to the statement that ending deputy cabinet member allowances will fund cost-of-living measures, please provide:
· the estimated annual saving arising from the removal of those allowances;
· the specific budget, reserve, service area, or scheme to which those funds will be allocated;
· whether the funding will support existing schemes or new measures; and
· details of any decisions already taken regarding the nature of that support.

In respect of the Deputy Cabinet roles. The DC Members have indicated at this stage that they will not be taking the allowance. The published reports to the annual meeting www.wakefield.gov.uk: Agenda for Council on Wednesday, 20 May 2026, 11:30 am indicate that an Independent Remuneration Panel will meet shortly and report back. This will likely to be in July. Council will then be asked to approve a new scheme of allowances


I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 
 
Yours sincerely 

Senior Information Governance Officer  
Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield Council 
E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Tel: 01924 306112 
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