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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 16 September 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 1009
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

Please find attached a spreadsheet containing the information, where held, which you requested.
Please provide figures for the last two full academic years (2023/24 and 2024/25) where held:

1. Whether your authority records, at the point a penalty notice is issued, the reason recorded for the child's absence — that is, whether you are able to link a penalty notice to the recorded reason for the absence it relates to.
	 
	2023-2024
	 
	2024-2025

	Holiday
	7761
	 
	160

	Irregular Att
	200
	 
	5898

	Excluded 
	1
	 
	 

	 
	7962
	 
	6058


2. Of the penalty notices issued for unauthorised absence, the number where the child concerned had a recorded medical condition, mental-health need, or was recorded as experiencing anxiety or emotionally based school avoidance (EBSA) — where this information is held. We do not hold the information requested
3. Of the penalty notices issued, the number where the child concerned was recorded as having special educational needs (SEN support or an Education, Health and Care Plan) — where this information is held.
	 
	2023-2024
	 
	2024-2025

	Holiday EHCP
	284
	 
	264

	Irregular Att EHCP
	7
	 
	1

	Holiday SEN
	984
	 
	741

	Irregular Att SEN
	60
	 
	45


4. Whether your authority has any policy or guidance in place on issuing penalty notices in cases where a child's absence relates to a mental-health condition, anxiety, or SEND — and if so, a copy or link. This is linked to our penalty notice code of conduct (attached)

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

 

Yours sincerely 

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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