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Transformation Directorate
Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 553

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

1.    What events have been planned for Armed Forces Day or Armed Forces
Week?  Please include events planned by the council or with support of the council.

An annual gala style Armed Forces Day (AFD) community event at Pontefract Park is being held on 4 July 2026.  Further details are available to view publicly on Wakefield Council’s website, and can be accessed via the following link:

Wakefield Armed Forces Day | Experience Wakefield

2.    What factors did the council consider in determining whether to run
or support local Armed Forces Day/week events this year?

It is undertaken as part of the Council’s commitment as a signatory of the Armed Forces Covenant.

3.    How much will these events cost to put on?

The cost in delivering this annual event varies each year and is weather-dependent.  We do not hold any figures at the present time in relation to this year’s event.

4.    Please give a breakdown of how much of these costs will be paid for by;

· The Council – The figure is not yet known
· Other organising bodies including other council – Nil – the Council is the organising body
· The Ministry of Defence – A matched grant to offset costs up to £6,000 has been applied for
· By individual sponsors – There are no sponsors

5.    Which organisations, companies, charities etc are providing sponsorship and/or support for the events?

As noted above, there are no sponsors.  Organisations and charities that support the Armed Forces and Veterans Community attend the AFD event on a cost-free basis to promote their services.

6.      For this financial year, what is the councils;

· Total budget for year, and; 
· Budget for public events

All information held concerning the Council’s budgets is available to view publicly on our website, and can be accessed via the following link:

https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/about-the-council/budget-and-spending/council-budget/

7.      What organisations and companies will be running exhibitor stalls or activities at the events?

Various private, public, third sector organisations, local community groups and local Armed Forces Regular, Reserve and Cadet units. 

8.      Will any exhibitors, stalls or displays involve military equipment or weapons?

Some military units attending the event will display equipment as part of their engagement activities, and the band will bring musical instrument.  No weapons will be present at the event. 

9.      What is the council's policy or guidance on children (under 18 years old) handling military equipment or weapons in public spaces/events?

There is no specific policy.  However, please see below a link to the “Safety at Events” section of the Council’s website.  We can confirm that there is no live ammunition involved at the AFD event.

Safety at events - Wakefield Council	

10.     What safeguarding and risk assessment procedures will the council undertake for these events, or require from the event organisers?

Event licensing, safeguarding and event safety are all factors considered by the Safety Advisory Group (please see the link provided in the response to question 9, above) as part of the event licencing arrangements.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 


Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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