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Transformation Directorate
Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF:  FOI 466

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

It has been brought to my attention that funding cuts and restructuring efforts affecting children's social care may have been enacted or formally proposed since the local elections on May 7, 2026.

​To clarify whether these claims are accurate, I would like to request the following information:
1. ​Confirmation of Cuts/Restructuring: Official confirmation as to whether any funding cuts or structural changes to children’s social services have been formally enacted, approved, or drafted into a formal proposal between May 7, 2026, and the date of this request. If no such actions have taken place, please provide explicit confirmation of this.
2. ​Financial Details: If funding has been cut or reallocated, what is the exact financial value of these reductions to the children’s social care budget?
3. ​Impact on Employment: If restructuring or cuts have occurred, how many jobs within the children’s social care sector have been, or are projected to be, affected (including redundancies, frozen vacancies, or role changes)?
4. ​Rationale and Risk Assessment: If these cuts have been enacted or proposed, please provide the official rationale or any associated risk assessments that detail how the council intends for children's social services to function safely and effectively for the people of Wakefield under these new financial constraints.
There have been no funding cuts within the period 7th May 2026 - 16th May 2026, nor any restructuring to reduce posts in Children's Social Care.  

During this same period, agreement has been reached to expand the staffing structure within Children’s Social Care by the addition of two posts. This is to support work required in relation to the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill.

As no funding cuts or restructuring have occurred, questions 2–4 are not applicable.


I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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