












	

	Your ref: 	
Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 


Date: 18/08/2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 814

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

1. Current playground provision
The number of equipped children’s playgrounds currently owned, managed or maintained by the council, and the date on which this figure was correct.

· 24/07/26 – 114 play areas


2. Openings and closures
For each completed financial year from 2021/22 to 2025/26:

a. The number of equipped children’s playgrounds opened.

· 21/22 – 1
· 22/23 – 0
· 23/24 – 0
· 24/25 – 0 
· 25/26 – 0



b. The number permanently closed.

· 21/22 – 1
· 22/23 – 1
· 23/24 – 0
· 24/25 – 7
· 25/26 - 0

Please do not count temporary closures for maintenance or refurbishment as permanent closures.

If annual figures are not held for the full period, please provide the years that are available and state which years are not held.


3. Playground expenditure

For each financial year from 2021/22 to 2025/26, please provide the recorded figure held by the council.

a. Recorded revenue expenditure on the inspection, routine maintenance and repair of equipped children’s playgrounds.

b. Recorded capital expenditure on the creation, replacement or major refurbishment of equipped children’s playgrounds.

Please provide revenue and capital expenditure separately where possible.

If playground expenditure cannot be separated from a wider parks or leisure budget, please provide the relevant figure as held and briefly explain what it includes. We are not asking the council to undertake a new calculation.

Where the 2025/26 figure has not been finalised or audited, please provide the latest provisional figure and identify it as provisional.


	Financial Year
	Revenue
	Capital

	2021/22
	24,253.44
	201,341.51

	2022/23
	48,007.38
	968,909.58

	2023/24
	88,508.65
	875,772.54

	2024/25
	98,430.37
	248,643.53

	2025/26
	92,171.55
	532,725.46










4. Inclusive playground provision
The number of council-maintained playgrounds currently recorded or designated by the council as having inclusive play facilities.

If readily available, please provide the definition or criteria used by the council to classify a playground as inclusive. If the council does not maintain this classification, please state that the information is not held.

Information is not recorded to this level however, Wakefield council have been including items of inclusive play on several play areas for over 20 years ranging including wheelchair-accessible roundabouts, nest swings, communication panels, sensory play equipment, low-level access points, and inclusive spring-mounted equipment. 

5. Accessible equipment
The number of council-maintained playgrounds currently recorded as containing at least one item of accessible play equipment.

If readily available, please provide the definition or criteria used to classify equipment as accessible. If the council does not maintain this classification, please state that the information is not held.

Information is not recorded to this level Information is not recorded to this level however,  Wakefield council have been including items of inclusive play on several play areas for over 20 years ranging including wheelchair-accessible roundabouts, nest swings, communication panels, sensory play equipment, low-level access points, and inclusive spring-mounted equipment. 


6. Playgrounds awaiting repair
As of the date the information is extracted:

a. The number of individual playgrounds affected by an open or outstanding equipment repair.

· 13

b. The date on which this figure was correct.

· 24/7/2026


I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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