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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 757

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

I would be grateful if you could provide:
 
1. The number and names of independent or non-maintained special schools (day) currently operating within the local authority area, together with their designated need type(s) and current registered capacity and the average costs per pupil per annum covering academic year 2025/26. This should be provided as current spend over the year - it does not need to be qualified spend at year end budget point given that I am requesting average costs.

Please see attached CSV document.
 
2. The number and names of independent or non-maintained residential special schools currently commissioned by the local authority for its resident children and young people, whether located within or outside the local authority area and the average costs per pupil per annum covering academic year 2025/26. This should be provided as current spend over the year - it does not need to be qualified spend at year end budget point given that I am requesting average costs.

Please see attached CSV document.
 


3. Details of any Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS), approved provider framework, or equivalent commissioning route used by the local authority for special school, residential, including how a new provider may apply to join. A link or document can be provided.

Commissioning of education placements for individual children with EHCP's are identified through assessment and review, then agreed through consultation with the provider and confirmed through a local authority multi agency panel process in line with SEN Code of Practice and SEND Regulations.

Wakefield Council are members of the White Rose Commissioning Framework, which provides a short list of INMSS schools who have joined the White Rose Electronic Market Place (EMP) framework. When identifying an appropriate setting (in line with the SEN CoP and a child's needs and provision detailed in their EHCP), a school on the framework could be identified for consultation. However, if specialist education is deemed the appropriate type of education to meet educational needs; in borough LA maintained specialist provision is consulted with as the priority before multi agency panel agreement on consultation with INMSS is sought, whether they are on the WR Framework or not. An EMP portal is not used for the White Rose Framework, as the SEN Team would consult with the school directly in line with the SEN CoP and SEND Regulations and would be seeking an On Framework Placement.

If an Independent Special School provider wishes to join the White Rose SEND Electronic Market Place, they should contact the White Rose Regional Commissioning Team whiteroseregionalcommissioning@leeds.gov.uk
 
4. The name and contact details of the team or individual responsible for SEND sufficiency planning and/or commissioning of specialist placements, to whom a provider may address an expression of interest.

Louise Lupton – Head of Service, Access to Education
customerservices@wakefield.gov.uk 
 
5. A copy of, or direct link to, the local authority's current SEND Sufficiency Plan, Strategy, or equivalent document, including any published gap analysis by need type (e.g. ASD, SEMH, SLCN) and by geographic area within the local authority.

SEND Sufficiency strategy is on the Local Offer as SEND Provision plan - link here Wakefield SENDAP Provision Plan 2025 - Wakefield SENDAP Provision Plan 2025

6. Details of any current or planned capital programme, free school proposal, expansion, or new-build project intended to increase special day or special residential school capacity within the local authority area, including expected additional place numbers, need type(s) to be served, and expected opening date.

Please attached CSV document.
 

7. Any published assessment of the local authority's current High Needs Block (Dedicated Schools Grant) position, including whether the authority is subject to a Safety Valve Agreement, Deficit Recovery Plan, or equivalent, and the value of any agreed deficit reduction target.

The position is published on the Council's website as part of the draft statement of accounts (unaudited version). The balance is an overall deficit of £5.3m. Wakefield are not subject to any safety valve agreement or deficit recovery plan but do report to School Forum on the high needs block position regularly. 

 
8. A copy of the send reforms plan as submitted to the DFE in June. This should be the submitted document and appendices.

The Council considers that the requested information is exempt from disclosure under Section 22 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, as it relates to a draft SEND Reform Plan which is intended for future publication following completion of the required approval and governance processes, including consideration by Cabinet and review by the Department for Education.

Under the Freedom of Information Act the Authority has the right to refuse an applicant if an exemption applies. The Authority believes in this case such an exemption applies and has decided to refuse this aspect of your request. 

We believe that the information is exempt under Section 22 of the Act, which applies to information held by an organisation which it intends to publish at a future date. We have considered the information and believe that it falls under this exemption because the details you are requesting will be made available by the Council, as noted above. 

As this is a qualified exemption, we have also considered whether in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in withholding the information outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. In reaching our conclusion we have considered the factors in favour for and against disclosure. In all the circumstances of this case we have concluded that the public interest in withholding the information outweighs the public interest in disclosing it. Our view is that the public would expect that, if data were available to view in the public domain, it would be preferable for a requester to be directed to the relevant site, thus avoiding the need for Council time and resources to be used unnecessarily in dealing with repeated Freedom of Information requests.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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