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Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 686

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

1. The total number of reports of abandoned vehicles received by the council for each of the last five financial years (2019/20, 2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24).

19/20 – 670
20/21 – 542
21/22 – 627
22/23 – 740
23/24 – 712


2. The total expenditure incurred by the council in the removal of abandoned vehicles for each of the same five financial years.

The Council does not incur any expenditure in relation to the removal of abandoned vehicles. While costs are incurred for removal and disposal, these costs are exceeded by the value recovered from the vehicles, resulting in no overall cost to the Council.



3. Whether the council has a contract in place with a private provider for the removal of abandoned vehicles. If so, please provide:

  a) The name of the contractor.

  b) The annual payment made to that contractor for each of the last five financial years.

  c) The start and end date of the current contract.

There is no contract in place. The Council has a close working relationship with a company called Synetiq.

4. The specific statutory powers used by the council to authorise the removal of abandoned vehicles (for example, the Refuse Disposal (Amenity) Act 1978, the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or other legislation).

Section 2(1) Refuse Disposal (Amentiy) Act 1978.

5. Whether the council is a registered DVLA Power Partner for the purpose of accessing vehicle keeper data in connection with abandoned vehicle enforcement.

No, the Local Authority obtain Keeper At Date Of Event (KADOE) information from the DVLA in relation to Penalty Charge Notices issued to vehicles for parking/waiting contraventions in accordance with the Traffic Management Act 2004.

6. For each of the last five financial years, the average and maximum number of days elapsed between an initial report of an abandoned vehicle being received and the vehicle being removed or the case being closed.

It is not possible to extract the requested information from the system.

7. For each of the last five financial years:

a) The number of reported vehicles that were found to be untaxed (no valid Vehicle Excise Duty) at the time of inspection.

We do not record this data as this isn’t a Local Authority matter.

b) The number of reports that were assessed and subsequently closed on the basis that the vehicle did not meet the criteria to be classed as abandoned.

19/20 – Information not held
20/21 – Information not held
21/22 – 620
22/23 – 731
23/24 - 691


I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 



Yours faithfully, 

Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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