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Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 610

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

As a freedom on information request, provide the following information:

1. The number of artworks owned by your local authority as of 1 April 2026 or the most recent available date.

· 6,982

2. The number of artworks owned by your local authority that is on public display as of 1 April 2026 or the most recent available date

· 1,792

3. For each financial year, from 2020-21 to 2025-26, the number of artworks disposed of, split by whether it was sold, donated, destroyed or other? If possible, please list the artworks sold.

· 0



4. For each financial year, from 2020-21 to 2025-26, list the income from artworks sold?

· 0

5. For each financial year, from 2020-21 to 2025-26, provide the number of artworks acquired (including purchases or donations, if recorded). If possible, please list the artworks acquired.

· Unfortunately, it is not possible to list the artworks purchased. 

	2020-21
	2021-22
	2022-23
	2023-24
	2024-25
	2025-26

	39
	76
	35
	74
	56
	27



6. If held, the most recent estimated total value of the authority’s artwork collection (if available provide the value for insurance purposes rather than assumed value).

· The Hepworth Gallery have valued their artwork at £108,876,764.00.

7.If possible, within the cost restraints of this request, please provide a list of artwork owned by the council.


Under the Act (Section 12) the Authority has the right to refuse to release the information where it is reasonably estimated that the cost of complying with a request would exceed £450 (calculated on the basis of 18 hours @ £25 per hour). On this occasion we have estimated (please see the following paragraph) that the cost of determining whether we hold the requested information and locating, retrieving and extracting it would exceed £450. The Authority has therefore decided to refuse your request.

Please note that the data you are asking for is not held by the Council in a central record. In order for us to obtain the information, a manual check would need to be made of the 6,982 pieces of artwork owned by Wakefield Council. As these pieces of artwork are not held in a centralised location, it would be necessary to identify and review our records across multiple locations and create a consolidated list. Based on a sample of work, we have calculated that this would take approximately 205.5 hours. This estimate includes the time required to locate, retrieve and collate the relevant information from the various locations where the artwork is held. Additionally, we estimate that the take of entering the artwork and artist onto a spreadsheet will take over 23 hours. This does not include locating the artwork or removing them from the storage containers to identify them.

Section 16: Advice and Assistance
Under Section 16 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Authority has a duty to provide advice and assistance, where reasonable.
In this instance, the requested information is not held in a format that would allow it to be extracted within the cost limit, and it is not possible to refine or narrow the request in a meaningful way that would bring it within the appropriate limit. This is because the information can only be obtained through a manual review of individual case records


I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 



Yours faithfully, 

Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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