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T 01924 306112
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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 592

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

I am writing to submit a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 for information held by Wakefield on its area’s young carers. Specifically, I request responses to the following questions:

1.How many requests for young carers needs assessments has the council received since 1 Jan 2021? Please provide a total number as well as a breakdown by age. If a breakdown by age cannot be provided, please provide a breakdown by age group.

The council does not hold comparable assessment request data dating back to January 1st, 2021, as the current reporting system was not in use from that date. We have provided the data from 2023.

	Children
	Year Assessed
	
	
	

	
	2023
	2024
	2025
	2026
	Grand Total

	Child Age
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	2
	
	
	2

	7
	
	1
	1
	4
	6

	8
	4
	3
	11
	3
	21

	9
	5
	12
	15
	7
	39

	10
	12
	15
	8
	8
	43

	11
	16
	14
	12
	4
	46

	12
	28
	26
	20
	12
	86

	13
	29
	30
	25
	10
	94

	14
	31
	27
	15
	14
	87

	15
	19
	30
	20
	5
	74

	16
	19
	29
	22
	9
	79

	17
	18
	31
	11
	3
	63

	18
	24
	12
	4
	
	40

	19
	21
	6
	1
	
	28

	20
	3
	1
	
	
	4

	Grand Total
	229
	239
	165
	79
	712




2.Does the council run a young carers registry and, if so, please provide the number of individuals actively registered on it, both as a total number as well as a breakdown by age. If a breakdown by age cannot be provided, please provide a breakdown by age group.

Yes. Wakefield Council’s Early Intervention and Prevention Young Carer Team coordinates the district Young Carer Register.  On 17/06/2026 there were 650 young carers registered 

	· Age 6 - 2 
	· Age 7 – 6 

	· Age 8 - 22
	· Age 9 - 40

	· Age 10 - 44
	· Age 11 - 47

	· Age 12 - 89
	· Age 13 - 91

	· Age 14 - 89
	· Age 15 - 76

	· Age 16 - 80
	· Age 17 – 64




3.How much did the council spend, if anything, in the last fiscal year on support programs for young carers (i.e. unpaid carers 18 years of age or younger)?

Defining the spend that is just for Young Carers is not possible as there is not a single young carers budget.
The overall spend on the Young Carers service, including support delivery in the last fiscal year was approximately £189k.
We have estimated the spend on direct support from the Young Carers Service based on staffing and some resource spend.  Support is also provided by wider youth and family services; this is not included in this estimate.
The young carer team consists of three Youth Engagement Support Workers and one Young Carer Coordinator.
In addition to staffing costs, there are travel and other operational costs to support session delivery, such as food and equipment for young people.  District-wide events are also supported through Happy Healthy Holidays funding. 

4.Does the council have any specific supports in place for carers 8 years of age or younger? If so, what are they and how much money was spent on them in the last fiscal year?

Yes.  All Young Carer Need Assessments take account of the child’s age and consider whether they are receiving age-appropriate care, have their basic needs met, and are receiving appropriate support.  

Where additional support is identified, appropriate services are accessed to support the child and family.

The Young Carer team delivers a programme specifically from Family Hubs across the district and focuses on understanding caring responsibilities, their impact and providing opportunities for peer support.

Where group provision is not suitable, one-to-one support is available through a Young Carer Engagement Worker.  The service also provides inclusive activities throughout the year, including Happy, Healthy Holidays activities and Young Carers Action Day Events. 

There is no separate budget allocation for children aged 8 years and under.  These activities are funded from the core Early Intervention and Prevention Young Carers Team budget. 


5.Does the council have an age range for how it defines young carers?

Yes. Wakefield Council follows the legal and government definition of Young Carer as a child under the age of 18 who has caring responsibilities for someone with an illness of disability.  This does not include individuals who are paid to provide care or those providing care in a voluntary capacity.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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