












	

	Your ref: 	
Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 


Date: 16/06/2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate
Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503

Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 462

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

Q1. For each of the last 5 academic years (2020/21 to 2024/25), please provide the number of:
(a) EHC needs assessment requests received
(b) EHC plans issued following assessment
(c) EHC plans issued within the 20-week statutory timescale (including any permissible extensions)
(d) EHC needs assessment requests refused If held, please also provide the longest number of weeks taken to issue an EHCP in each year.

Please see attached CSV document.

Q2. For each of the last 5 academic years, please provide:
(a) Number of SENDIST tribunal appeals registered against the authority
(b) Number proceeding to a full hearing
(c) Number resolved before hearing
(d) Number decided in favour of the parent/carer

Please see attached CSV document.



Q3. As of the most recent available date, please provide:
(a) Number of full-time equivalent Educational Psychologists employed by the authority

There are currently 9.6 FTE EPs, plus 2 Trainee EPs in doctoral training

(b) Number of vacant Educational Psychologist posts

We currently have 3 FTE vacancies

Q4. If recorded, what is the current average waiting time (in weeks) for an Educational Psychologist assessment? Please specify how the waiting time is measured.

We do not record this data. 

Q5. As of the most recent available date, how many children with an EHCP are awaiting a specialist school placement arranged by the authority? Of these, how many have been waiting more than 6 months?

Under the Act (Section 12) the Authority has the right to refuse to release the information where it is reasonably estimated that the cost of complying with a request would exceed £450 (calculated on the basis of 18 hours @ £25 per hour).  On this occasion we have estimated (please see the following paragraph) that the cost of determining whether we hold the requested information and locating, retrieving and extracting it would exceed £450.  The Authority has therefore decided to refuse your request. 

Please note that the data you are asking for is not held by the Council in a central record. In order for us to obtain the information, a manual check would need to be made of 121 records individuals’ records. We estimate that this would take approximately 10 minutes per record. This would therefore take approximately 20.1 hours to undertake. 

We would also need to check the average wait times alongside those children that are waiting for a specialist placement which would increase this time and check current children who are awaiting a setting move.

Under Section 16 of the Act, public authorities have a duty to provide advice and assistance, where it is reasonable to do so. In this instance, we have considered whether your request could be refined to bring it within the cost limit. However, due to the nature and breadth of the information requested, we are unable to identify any practical way in which the request could be narrowed sufficiently to allow us to comply.

Q6. As of the most recent available date:
(a) Number of overdue EHCP annual reviews

(b) Longest overdue annual review (in months)

Please see attached CSV document.




Q7. For each of the last 5 academic years, how many children with an EHCP were placed in alternative provision? If recorded, please provide the number where this placement was due to a lack of suitable school place.

Please see attached CSV document.

Q8. For each of the last 5 academic years, what was the total spend on SEND home-to-school transport (including any contracted provision)?

Please see attached CSV document.

Q9. For each of the last 5 academic years, please provide:
(a) High Needs Block DSG allocation
(b) Actual High Needs Block spend
(c) Resulting surplus or deficit

	Financial year
	High Needs Block DSG allocation
	Actual High Needs Block Spend
	Resulting surplus or deficit in-year
	Overall surplus or deficit

	2021/22
	41,318,632
	42,211,003
	892,371
	- 1,624,711

	2022/23
	48,428,735
	45,858,706
	- 2,570,029
	- 4,194,740

	2023/24
	54,647,536
	55,157,907
	510,371
	- 3,684,369

	2024/25
	58,191,985
	62,714,236
	4,522,251
	837,882

	2025/26
	64,163,419
	68,640,198
	4,476,779
	5,314,660



Q10. For each of the last 5 academic years, how many fixed-term exclusions were issued to pupils with an EHCP?

Please see attached CSV document.

Q11. For each of the last 5 academic years, please provide:
(a) Number of SEND-related complaints received

Please see following figures for academic years (September-August)

2025/2026 (September to current month)- 53 Complaints 
2024-2025- 56 Complaints
2023-2024- 49 Complaints
2022-2023- 45 Complaints
2021-2022- 14 Complaints

(b) Number escalated to the Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman

2025-2026- 6 Complaints escalated to the LGSCO 
2024-2025- 6 Complaints escalated to the LGSCO
2023-2024- 3 Complaints escalated to the LGSCO
2022-2023- 1 Complaints escalated to the LGSCO
2021-2022- 2 Complaints escalated to the LGSCO



(c) Number upheld or partially upheld by the Ombudsman

2025-2026-1 Upheld
2024-2025- 3 Upheld, 1 Partially Upheld 
2023-2024- 1 Upheld 
2022-2023- 1 Upheld 
2021- 2022- 2 Upheld 


I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 


Yours faithfully, 

Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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