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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 450

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

Please could I have the following information for the 2024/5 and the 2025/6 financial years. If this information is not yet possible to get for the 2025/6 year, I am happy to just take it for the 2024/5 year.

· All alternative provision education providers operating in your authority.

Please see attached CSV

Please note the alternative provision education providers listed in the CSV document are non-school APs that operate as private businesses. Wakefield Council do not commission the places directly, the information of the providers are shared with headteachers where students are at risk of exclusion and school directly commission places from the AP, outside of any involvement of the LA.

· Whether each provider is run on-site, online or in another way.

Please see attached CSV


· How many pupils are taught at each provider.

Please see attached CSV

Please note the numbers under the PAN column are the number of pupils a setting will take. For some provisions this is a set number depending on staffing and resources and the nature of their provision.
Where there is no number in that column it is where settings have a flexible approach and therefore don’t fix a number of places available. Some offer ‘courses’ which can run concurrently for example and so the number of pupils engaged at one time can differ.

· How many hours of tuition each provider offers each pupil per week.

Please see attached CSV

· Cost per week per pupil for each provider.

Exempt under Section 43(2) - Commercial Interests.

· Cost per year per pupil for each provider. 

Exempt under Section 43(2) - Commercial Interests.

Under the Act the Authority has the right to refuse to provide information that is held to an applicant, if an exemption applies. The Authority believes in this case such an exemption applies and has decided to refuse this request. 

We believe that the information is exempt under Section 43(2) which applies to the prejudice to commercial interests, as the questions do not appear to be aimed at what Wakefield Council has spent on Alternate Provisions.

We have considered the information and believe that it falls under this exemption because the details you are requesting relate to commercially sensitive information, the disclosure of which could have a detrimental effect on the Council and/or its partners. 

As this is a qualified exemption, we have also considered whether in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in withholding the information outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. In reaching our conclusion we have considered the factors in favour of and against disclosure. In all the circumstances of this case we have concluded that the public interest in withholding the information outweighs the public interest in disclosing it.

Our view is that the public expects us to ensure that services such as alternative provisions are available, and that operators would be likely to be discouraged from coming forward if they felt that their financial details were to be made public.

Our view is that the public expects us to protect commercially sensitive information.


I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 


Yours faithfully, 

Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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