












	

	Your ref: 	
Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 


Date: 22/05/2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate
Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 391

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

The total number of complaints received about "deprivation of assets" decisions, where the council has decided someone deliberately reduced their assets in order to avoid paying care fees.
       

	Year
	Complaints Received

	4th April 2021 – 5th April 2022
	10

	4th April 2022 – 5th April 2023
	3

	4th April 2023 – 5th April 2024
	3

	4th April 2024 – 5th April 2025
	3

	4th April 2025 – 5th April 2026
	7




The above data set covers all complaints / appeals relating to the application of notional capital due to ‘deprivation of assets decisions.’ 

We are unable to break this data down to “where the council has decided someone deliberately reduced their assets in order to avoid paying care fees.” This is because it would require a manual review of some 250 task notes at 10 minutes per task which would equate to 42 hours approximately. 


Under the Act (Section 12) the Authority has the right to refuse to release the information where it is reasonably estimated that the cost of complying with a request would exceed £450 (calculated on the basis of 18 hours @ £25 per hour).  On this occasion we have estimated (please see the following paragraph) that the cost of determining whether we hold the requested information and locating, retrieving and extracting it would exceed £450.  The Authority has therefore decided to refuse your request. 


I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 



Yours faithfully, 

Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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