












	

	Your ref: 	
Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 


Date: 31/03/2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate
Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503




Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 22961

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 


1. The number of premises holding livestock in the county 

824 excluding – Horse / pigeon / aviary

2. The number of animal inspectors within the department (including full and part time) 

1 full time 

3. The total number of animal health and welfare complaints between 2019 - 2025 (ideally delivered in a yearly split)

	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025

	NOT HELD
	27
	35
	16
	19
	9
	19



4. The total number of farms visited between 2019 - 2025 (ideally delivered in a yearly split)

	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025

	NOT HELD
	118
	29
	2
	55
	156
	559


Note: the figures above include poultry and domestic keepers of pigs etc. We are unable to break this down to specific premises types. 


5. The total number of visits to other non-farm species between 2019-2025 and what these species were [e.g. illegal landings of dogs or horse welfare]

	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025

	NOT HELD
	HORSE - 27
	HORSE - 26
	HORSE - 17
	HORSE - 33
	HORSE - 44
	HORSE - 25

	
	
	PIG - 1
	PIG - 1
	
	PIG - 1
	PIG -3

	
	POULTRY - 2
	POULTRY - 3
	POULTRY - 8
	POULTRY - 4
	POULTRY - 1
	POULTRY - 2

	
	
	
	WATER FOWL - 1
	
	
	

	
	
	SHEEP - 1
	
	SHEEP - 1
	SHEEP - 1
	SHEEP -1

	
	
	GOAT - 1
	
	GOAT - 1
	
	

	
	CATTLE - 2
	
	CATTLE - 1
	
	
	

	
	
	MULTIPLE – 3
	
	
	
	MULTIPLE -3

	
	DOG - 2
	DOG - 2
	DOG - 1
	DOG - 2
	DOG - 1
	DOG -1

	
	
	CAT - 1
	
	WILDLIFE- 1
	
	

	
	OTHER - 3
	OTHER - 5
	
	
	
	




6. The total number of investigations opened 

All complaints receive some form of assessment or initial investigation, please refer to answers to question 3. 


7. The number of initiated prosecutions (prosecution proceedings begun and dropped) and completed prosecution cases under:
· The Animal Welfare Act 2006 between 2019- 2025
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025

	NOT HELD
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0




· The Animal Health Act 1981 between 2019-2025
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025

	NOT HELD
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0




8. Investigations and prosecutions under the Animal Welfare Act 2006 and Animal Health Act 1981 between 2019-2025: 
· The charge/s initially made against the premise/persons/company
· Of these charge/s, were there any that were dropped or dismissed and if so, why
· The plea of the defendant
· The outcome of the case including if it was settled outside of court or within court and if so, was it in Magistrates Court or Crown Court
· Any appeals made against the prosecution

No prosecutions undertaken

9. Investigations and prosecutions under the Animal Welfare Act 2006 and Animal Health Act 1981 between 2019-2025 regarding a single premise/person/company: 
· The number of complaints made against said premise/persons/company 
· The nature of any said complaint/s made against said premise/persons/company
· The date of the first complaint/s made against said premise/persons/company 
· The date of the first visit to said premise/persons/company
· Number of visits to said premise/persons/company
· Number of improvement notices or enforcement notices served prior to prosecution against said premise/persons/company -
· Whether the said premise/persons/company has any previous conviction/s and if so, the number of these which are under the ‘The Animal Welfare Act 2006’ and/or ‘The Animal Health Act 1961’ 

No prosecutions undertaken.


I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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