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T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
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Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 976
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find the response to your request below. 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I would be grateful if you could provide the following information:

1. Please provide the number of families with dependent children, where a parent or carer is subject to a No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) condition, who were receiving support from your Children's Services department(s) under section 17 of the Children Act 1989 from July 29th 2025 to July 29th 2026.

2. Please provide the total number of children within the families identified in Question 1 who were receiving support under section 17 of the Children Act 1989 from July 29th 2025 to July 29th 2026.

3. Please provide the number of families with NRPF supported under section 17 of the Children Act 1989 from July 29th 2025 to July 29th 2026, who were receiving financial support at a level broadly equivalent to Home Office asylum support rates or another basic subsistence-only rate.

4. Please provide the number of families with NRPF supported under section 17 of the Children Act 1989 from July 29th 2025 to July 29th 2026, who were receiving financial support at a level broadly equivalent to mainstream welfare benefit rates, fostering allowances, or another enhanced welfare-based rate.

5. Please provide, for the period 29 July 2025 to 29 July 2026:

a) The total number of families with dependent children, where a parent or carer was subject to a No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) condition, who approached your Children's Services department seeking financial support under section 17 of the Children Act 1989.

b) Of the families identified in (a), the number who received financial support following assessment under section 17 of the Children Act 1989.

c) Of the families identified in (a), the number who were refused financial support following assessment under section 17 of the Children Act 1989.

d) Where recorded, the number of families refused support because they were considered ineligible for assistance owing to the provisions of Schedule 3 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002.

If your authority records requests, assessments, or presentations under different terminology, please provide the closest equivalent data held.

6. Please provide details of the financial support rates, allowances, scales, or policies applicable to families with NRPF who receive the type of support referred to in Question 3, including any schedule showing amounts by household size, age of child, or other relevant criteria.

7. Please provide details of the financial support rates, allowances, scales, or policies applicable to families with NRPF who receive the type of support referred to in Question 4, including any schedule showing amounts by household size, age of child, or other relevant criteria.

8. Please provide the number of families supported under section 17 of the Children Act 1989 during the period of July 29th 2025 to July 29th 2026 where:

• a parent or carer was subject to NRPF;

• the family was subject to the eligibility restrictions contained in Schedule 3 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002; and

• following an assessment of need, the family was receiving financial support above a basic subsistence-only level.

9. Please provide copies of any current policies, guidance documents, assessment frameworks, or procedural documents used by your authority in determining financial support levels for families with NRPF under section 17 of the Children Act 1989.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.
Section 12 - Cost of Compliance Exceeds the Appropriate Limit

The Council does not hold this information in a reportable format and there is no recorded field within the Child and Family Assessment data that identifies families with No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF).

To determine whether a case involved a family with NRPF would require a manual review of individual case records.

Between 29 July 2025 and 29 July 2026, the Council completed 6,018 Initial Child and Family Assessments arising from new Social Care referrals. A sample exercise has established that it takes approximately five minutes to review the relevant referral and assessment records for a single case to ascertain whether NRPF was a factor.

On this basis, compliance with the request would require the review of 6,018 case files at five minutes per file, amounting to approximately 30,090 minutes (501.5 hours) of officer time.

Under the Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, the appropriate limit for local authorities is £450, calculated at a rate of £25 per hour, which equates to 18 hours of work. The estimated time required to locate, retrieve and extract the requested information significantly exceeds this limit.

Accordingly, the Council is refusing this request under Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, as the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit.

The Council has considered whether advice and assistance can be provided under Section 16 of the Act. However, there is no practical way of refining the searches to identify all relevant cases involving NRPF without undertaking the manual review described above, and therefore we are unable to suggest a means by which the request could be brought within the cost limit while ensuring that all relevant information is identified.

Section 16: Advice and Assistance

The Council has considered whether the request could be refined in a manner that would bring it within the cost limit prescribed by the Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004. However, because information relating to families with NRPF is not recorded in a searchable format, there is no practical means of reducing the number of records requiring manual review whilst guaranteeing that all relevant cases would be identified. Accordingly, the Council is unable to offer any meaningful advice on how the request might be refined to fall within the appropriate limit.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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