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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 18 August 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF:  FOI 937
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find the response to your request below. 
1.      Does the council operate funding schemes whereby individual councillors are provided with funding that they can distribute to charities and other organisations at their discretion? These schemes have different names in different areas, such as “member budgets”, “ward budgets”, “locality budgets” etc. Here is an example of one such scheme - https://www.devon.gov.uk/democracy/councillors-info/locality-budgets/
If the council is uncertain of whether a particular funding scheme fits this criteria, please check with me.

If the answer to question 1 is “no”, the council need not respond to the rest of this FOI request.

If the answer to question 1 is “yes”, please proceed with the remainder of this request.
2.      For each year since 2023/24 (including 2026/27 year to date), please list each councillor, their political party/grouping that year, their ward, their annual budget under the scheme(s), and the list of entities they chose to distribute funding to under the scheme(s) covered by question 1. For each recipient entity, please state:

a.      The name of the recipient entity (e.g. the name of the charity)

b.      The amount of funding

c.      What the funding was for (if recorded)

Councillors do not have discretionary funds that they can choose to send to VCES’s and charities.

Any applications for Neighbourhood Improvement Fund, Local Capital Grants Programme and Community Infrastructure Levy (community percentage) are applied for by the organisation and then considered at a monthly panel meeting with officers and the portfolio holder for safer stronger communities. If all agree then the funds are agreed for the organisation and the approval process is through a DN.

All DN’s are logged on the councils DN register – please see links below

Search - Wakefield Council
 Delegated decision registers
I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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