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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 25 August 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 885
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find the response to your request below. 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please provide the following recorded information held by Wakefield Council regarding the decision announced by the leader of the council, Karl Johnson, at the full council meeting on the 29th July 2029 when he stated, ‘I can tell you now there won’t be a museum,’ when referring to the redevelopment of the Cathedral Quarter given the consultation does not close until the 2nd of August 2026.

 

Communication Channels:

 

A list of all communication between internal and internal and internal and external parties about this decision from May 7th, 2026, including –

 

 •         Agendas and minutes of all meetings

 •         Transcripts of all conversations

 •         Copies of emails and texts

 

For each, please provide:

 •         The name of each organisation or individual in attendance and their role, including any conflicts of interest.

 •         The rationale behind each communication in context to the wider redevelopment scheme.

 

Costings:

 

A list of all costings associated with this decision, meetings, or gatherings held at any council-owned building about this decision that were hosted at the council's expense or where the standard commercial room hire, staffing, or security fees were waived, discounted, or absorbed by the local authority.

 

Specific Query:

 

Specifically, please provide details of the legal process that has been undertaken before Cllr Johnson’s announcement and confirm that all and every appropriate procedure was followed in the decision to exclude a museum from the redevelopment.

The Council has consulted the relevant service area and can confirm that no decision has been made regarding the inclusion or otherwise of a museum within the Cathedral Quarter redevelopment proposals. The comment referred to in your request was an opinion expressed during the Council meeting and was not based on any formal Council decision. No decision has yet been made on this matter.

As no decision has been made, the Council does not hold recorded information relating to:

· communications regarding such a decision;

· agendas, minutes, transcripts, emails or text messages concerning such a decision;

· associated meeting attendees, conflicts of interest or rationale for such a decision;

· costs relating to meetings or events held in connection with such a decision; or

· any legal process undertaken in relation to such a decision.

Accordingly, under section 1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Council confirms that the requested information is not held.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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