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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 24 August 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 856
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find the response to your request below. 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please provide the following information relating to the commissioning of the "A New Plan for Growth" Wakefield Economic Growth Plan and the associated "Workstream 3: Project Pipeline Development" report, both presented to Cabinet on 21 July 2026 (Agenda Item No. 14).
1. Procurement process
a) Confirmation of the procurement route used to appoint the supplier for this work (e.g. open tender, framework call-off, direct award, single-source/negotiated procedure), including the relevant procurement regulation or Council standing order relied upon.  In line with the Council's Contract Procedure Rules, the supplier was appointed through a compliant formal quotation process.

b) A copy of the tender specification, invitation to tender (ITT), or brief issued to bidders. See attached

c) The evaluation criteria and weightings used to assess bids (e.g. price/quality split)  The quotation process was undertaken in accordance with the Council's Contract Procedure Rules. No formal evaluation criteria or weighted scoring methodology was used; quotation was 

assessed proportionately as part of the quotation process.

2. Bidders and bid documents
a) The names of all organisations that submitted a bid, expression of interest, or quotation for this work. This contract was awarded through a direct award process in accordance with the Council's procurement procedures. No competitive procurement exercise was undertaken and only the successful supplier was approached. Therefore, there were no other bidders, expressions of interest or quotations received.

b) A copy of the winning tender submission  See attached

c) The evaluation scoring/moderation records showing how Metro Dynamics' bid compared to other bidders (scores against criteria for each bidder is acceptable if bidder names need to be anonymised for commercial confidentiality, provided Metro Dynamics' own score is identifiable).
 No formal evaluation scoring or moderation records were produced. The procurement was conducted through a compliant quotation process in accordance with the Council's Contract Procedure Rules and did not use formal evaluation criteria or weighted scoring.

3. Contract value and terms
a) The total contract value (or fee) for this work, including whether this covers both the Economic Growth Plan and the Project Pipeline Development report, or whether these were commissioned/costed separately.  £80 000
b) Details of any variations, extensions, or additional payments made to Metro Dynamics under this contract, and the reasons for them. There are currently no extensions to this contract.  

Notice: S40(2) – Personal Data

In line with Section 40(1) of the Act, your personal information has been removed. However, we can provide this information to you under DPA 2018 legislation as a subject access request, should you wish. 

In line with Section 40(2) of the Act, personal data of third parties has been removed. In such situations involving the personal data of third parties, public authorities must consider whether disclosing it would breach the data protection principles. 

In this instance we believe that disclosure would breach the first data protection principle, which states that personal data must be processed fairly and lawfully, as disclosure could have a negative effect on the party/ies concerned. 

Notice: S43(2) – Commercial Sensitivities

We believe that the information is exempt from disclosure under Section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, which relates to prejudice to commercial interests.
The information requested comprises pricing information submitted as part of a successful tender process. We consider this information to be commercially sensitive, and that its disclosure would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of both the successful bidder and the Council.
Disclosure of the pricing information could place the supplier at a competitive disadvantage in future procurement exercises by revealing details of its pricing strategy and commercial approach to competitors. In addition, disclosure could prejudice the Council's ability to secure best value through future tender exercises, as suppliers may be less willing to provide commercially sensitive information or may adjust their pricing strategies if they believe such information will subsequently be disclosed.
Section 43(2) is a qualified exemption and therefore subject to the public interest test. We recognise the public interest in transparency and accountability regarding the expenditure of public funds and in understanding how procurement decisions are made. However, we consider that there is a stronger public interest in protecting the integrity of the procurement process and safeguarding the commercial interests of both the Council and its suppliers. Disclosure of the information would be likely to undermine fair competition in future tendering exercises and could reduce the Council's ability to obtain best value for money.
Having carefully considered the competing public interest factors, we have concluded that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure. Accordingly, the information is withheld under Section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

As Section 43(2) is a qualified exemption, we have considered the public interest in disclosure. We recognise the public interest in transparency and accountability regarding the expenditure of public funds and note that the overall contract value has been disclosed. However, we consider there is a stronger public interest in withholding the detailed pricing information contained within the successful tender, as disclosure would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the supplier and could adversely affect the Council's ability to secure best value through future procurement exercises. On balance, we have concluded that the public interest favours maintaining the exemption.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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