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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 5 August 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 768
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find our response below. 

I am a researcher at the housing charity Shelter. We would like to understand how many families are currently being provided with accommodation by the local authority under section 17 of the Children Act 1989.

These could be households provided with accommodation under section 17 for a range of reasons, including, but not limited to: 

· because they did not qualify for accommodation under the 1985 and 1996 Housing Acts 

· because they were not eligible for assistance (this could be because they have No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF)) 

· because they were eligible for assistance but were found to be intentionally homeless. 

I would only like to collect information on the number of families that are currently in housing provided under section 17 of the Children Act. Please note we are not asking for information on households housed in Temporary Accommodation under housing or homelessness legislation. Similarly, we are not asking for information on households housed under section 20 of the Children Act.

The power to accommodate families under section 17 falls on the relevant social services authority in which the child is present. In a two-tier area, this is the purview of the relevant upper-tier authority (i.e. county council). We are sending this request to you as your authority is the relevant social services authority for the area.

Notice: Section 12 – Cost Limit Exceeded
Under the Act (Section 12) the Authority has the right to refuse to release the information where it is reasonably estimated that the cost of complying with a request would exceed £450 (calculated on the basis of 18 hours @ £25 per hour).  On this occasion we have estimated (please see the following paragraph) that the cost of determining whether we hold the requested information and locating, retrieving and extracting it would exceed £450.  The Authority has therefore decided to refuse your request. 

Please note that the data you are asking for is not held by the Council in a central record. In order for us to obtain the information, a manual check would need to be made of 1612 open Social Care Cases. A sample investigation has concluded that it would, on estimation,  take approximately 15 minutes for each case file. This would therefore take approximately 403 hours to undertake. 

Further Explanation  
· Where accommodation is provided under Section 17, it is provided to parents through Housing Services. Records relating to that accommodation are held against the parent within housing systems. 

· Children's Social Care records are held separately against the child within the children's case management system. 
· There is no data link or report available which identifies children who are subject to an active CIN or CP plan and whose parents have been provided with accommodation under Section 17. 

· The only means of identifying the requested information would be through a manual review of individual case records. 

· There is no specific data field within the Children and Families Assessment identifying whether housing need was present or whether accommodation was subsequently provided under Section 17.

As of 23/07/2026, Wakefield Council currently has 1,612 open Social Care cases

· 517 C&F Assessments in progress

· 711 CIN children

· 384 CP children

Section 16: Advice and Assistance 

Under Section 16 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Authority has a duty to provide advice and assistance, where reasonable.

To help bring your request within the cost limit set out under Section 12 of the Act, you may wish to consider refining your request. This could include:

· Reducing the time period covered by your request;

· Limiting the scope to a smaller number of cases or a specific cohort; or

· Focusing on particular elements of the information held, rather than the full dataset.

Refining your request in this way may enable the Authority to locate, retrieve, and extract the information within the statutory cost limit. We would be happy to consider a revised request.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

 

 

Yours faithfully
Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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