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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 4 August 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 734
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find the response to your request below. 
I would like to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

For the purposes of this request, “George Cottrell” should include any reference to:

· "George Cottrell";

· "George Cotrel";

· "Cottrell" / "Cotrel" / "George" where the context indicates George Cottrell/Cotrel;

· “Posh George”;

· Geostrategy, Geostrategy International, Geostrategy International Unlimited, or geostrategy.com.

Please provide the following information for the period 2 May 2025 to the date of this request:

1. Copies of any correspondence between George Cottrell, or anyone acting on behalf of him or Geostrategy, and:
a. Any leaders of the Council;
b. Cabinet members;
c. the Chief Executive;
d. the Monitoring Officer;
e. the Section 151 Officer / Chief Finance Officer;
f. any officer or team responsible for transformation, productivity, efficiency, “waste”, “DOLGE”, “DOGE” consultancy, audit, or spending reviews.

This should include emails, letters, text messages, WhatsApp messages, Teams messages, meeting invitations, calendar entries, documents and attachments, where held by the council for council business.

0. A list of any meetings, calls, visits or events involving George Cottrell, Geostrategy, or any representative acting on their behalf, including:
a. the date;
b. The attendees;
c. the location or format;
e. any agendas, briefing notes, minutes, notes or follow-up actions.

1. Copies of any internal council correspondence, briefing notes, submissions, reports, meeting notes or other recorded information held by the offices/roles listed in question 1 which mention George Cottrell (in terms described above).

2. Details of any contracts, unpaid advisory arrangements, offers of support, consultancy discussions, donations, sponsorship, gifts, hospitality, travel, accommodation, or other benefits offered by or involving George Cottrell, Geostrategy, or anyone acting on their behalf.

Enquiries were made with the relevant service areas and appropriate searches were undertaken. No recorded information falling within the scope of the request was identified. The Council therefore does not hold the requested information.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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