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Transformation Directorate
Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 722

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

Please provide the following information in respect of non-domestic properties (business rates hereditaments) in your billing authority area that are currently in receipt of Empty Property Rate Relief or are otherwise recorded as unoccupied on your business rates register:
1. Billing authority property reference
1. Property address and postcode
1. Rateable value
1. Date on which the property was first recorded as vacant / unoccupied
1. Type of empty rate relief applied (full, partial, discretionary, or none)


Information regarding Building (Non-Domestic) Rates in the Wakefield district is available publicly via the Data Mill North site, and can be accessed via the following link;
https://datamillnorth.org/dataset/wakefield_business_rates

With regard to any cases since the site was last updated, under the Freedom of Information Act the Authority has the right to refuse an applicant information held if an exemption applies. The Authority believes in this case such an exemption applies and has decided to refuse this aspect of your request. 

We believe that the information is exempt under Section 22 of the Act, which applies to information held by an organisation which it intends to publish at a future date. We have considered the information and believe that it falls under this exemption because the details you are requesting will be made available by the Council, as noted above. 

As this is a qualified exemption, we have also considered whether in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in withholding the information outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. In reaching our conclusion we have considered the factors in favour of and against disclosure. In all the circumstances of this case we have concluded that the public interest in withholding the information outweighs the public interest in disclosing it. Our view is that the public would expect that, if data were available to view in the public domain, it would be preferable for a requester to be directed to the relevant site, thus avoiding the need for Council time and resources to be used unnecessarily in dealing with repeated Freedom of Information requests.


I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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