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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 15 July 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF:  FOI 641 
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find the response to your request below. 
Under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I am writing to request data and information regarding youth unemployment, economic activity and council-led intervention strategies within your local authority area. 

Specifically, I would require the following information broken down for  2024, 2025 and available data for 2026: 

- The number of young people aged 16-24 currently registered as claiming out of work benefits within your local authority 8% claimant figure is the latest available figure (18-24)
- If recorded by the council, the number of young people classified as not in education, employment or training. 
	2023

2.8%
	2024

3.8%
	2025

4.2%
	2026

3.8%


- The total annual budget allocated by the council for youth employment schemes, apprenticeships and training initiatives and total funding for these initiatives.
There is no single annual council budget allocated specifically to youth employment schemes, apprenticeships and training initiatives, and therefore no consolidated expenditure figure is available for these areas. Support is delivered through a range of council budgets and external funding streams including devolved adult skills funding, DWP programmes, apprenticeships and other grant funded initiatives. As funding is distributed across multiple programmes and service areas, it’s not possible to accurately quantify the proportion of spend directly attributable to youth employment, apprenticeships and training initiatives. Funding levels also vary year on year depending on programme allocations and successful funding bids. Therefore, we do not hold the information requested 
- The number of young people currently in sustained employment or training via council supported schemes 
Due to data-limitations, the number of young people in sustained employment or training through council-supported schemes cannot be accurately measured. Participation, progression, and destination data is only reported where available. Therefore, we do not hold the information requested 
- The current number of dedicated staff employed by the council to assist young people in training and employment.
5 Staff working to support young people with training and employment.

Care leavers Service – 2 officers 

In addition,  a number of officers across other service areas provide support to young people as part of their wider roles and responsibilities. However, as this support forms only part of those roles, it is not possible to accurately quantify the number of additional staff involved.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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