












	

	Your ref: 	
Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 596

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

[bookmark: x_x__Ref403480383]1.  The information requested
 
In our request, we refer to:
 
· Direct payments: specifically, money paid to clients aged 18 years and over so that they can arrange their own care and support.
· Personal assistants: provide people with personal, domestic, and social support to help them live independently.
· Homecare: social care and support services delivered in people’s own homes (also known as ‘domiciliary care’ or ‘care at home’).
 
In case of doubt, you should apply a reasonable and practical interpretation to the request. If you do not hold the information in the exact form requested, please provide the nearest available information you hold and explain the basis on which it is recorded.
 
The information requested is:
 
[bookmark: x_x__Hlk139885079](a) The total number of adult social care clients aged 18 years and over in receipt of a direct payment as of: (i) 1 April 2024, (ii) 1 April 2025 and (iii) 1 April 2026 (or the nearest dates for which data is held). 
	Time Period
	Number

	1st April 2024
	457

	1st April 2025
	440

	1st April 2026
	432



(b)  The percentage of adult social care clients aged 18 years and over in receipt of a direct payment as of: (i) 1 April 2024, (ii) 1 April 2025 and (iii) 1 April 2026 (or the nearest dates for which data is held). Please also state the denominator used for each percentage calculation (i.e. the total number of all adult social care clients aged 18 years and over for each date).
	Time Period
	Percentage
	Denominator

	1st April 2024
	15.7
	2,920

	1st April 2025
	14.1
	3,118

	1st April 2026
	12.8
	3,379



(c)  Please provide details of any strategy or target you have to increase direct payment uptake among adult social care clients over the next few years. 
	Time Period
	Target

	2026-27
	20%

	2027-28
	24%

	2028-29
	28%



Our 3-year stretch targets are set with the knowledge that transformation in this area is part of our maximising independence programme. A redesign is required which has interdependencies with our Electronic Social Care Records project, Commissioning and our brokerage service.	 	
Questions (d)-(e) consider how direct payments are used.
 
(d)  The total number of clients aged 18 years and over currently in receipt of a direct payment to buy homecare services through an agency.

· 149

(e)  The total number of clients aged 18 years and over currently in receipt of a direct payment to employ or engage a personal assistant.

· 225

Questions (f)-(i) relate to personal assistants.
 
(f) The total number of personal assistants currently recorded by your council as supporting adults aged 18 years and over through a direct payment arrangement. (This information might be held in a register, approved list, payroll/support service, direct payment monitoring process, or other council-held record.)

· We currently have 304 PA’s recorded as supporting adults through Direct Payments that go through the WMDC’s payroll.

(g)  The total number of those personal assistants in answer to question (f) recorded by your council as having an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check where this information is held
· The Council do not hold this information.

(h)  The total number of those personal assistants in answer to question (f) recorded by your council as self-employed.
· None of these are recorded as self-employed as they are employed by the Service User receiving the care.

(i)    Where a direct payment recipient wishes to engage a personal assistant on a self-employed basis, what evidence, checks or guidance does your council require or use before agreeing that the arrangement may be treated as self-employed rather than employed?
· As above, none go through our payroll as self-employed.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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