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Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
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Transformation Directorate
Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 546

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

Is Wakefield Council continuing to provide support, services, or assistance to asylum seekers accommodated within Cedar Court Hotel and elsewhere across the Wakefield district?

Yes. The Council continues to deliver its statutory duties, including adult and children’s safeguarding, public health, education, environmental health, and community safety. The Council also works with Migration Yorkshire, NHS partners, and the voluntary sector to support access to mainstream services.


If so, please provide a summary of the support currently being delivered by the Council, either directly or through commissioned services.

Support includes:
· Statutory safeguarding for adults and children
· Public health and environmental health functions
· Access to education for school‑age children
· Community safety and cohesion activity
· Coordination with commissioned and partner services
The Council does not provide asylum accommodation, subsistence, or asylum support services. These are funded and delivered by the Home Office and its contractors.


Which Cabinet Portfolio Holder has responsibility for matters relating to asylum seekers, refugees, and migrant support within Wakefield Council? 

Responsibility sits with Cllr Rebecca Webster the Cabinet Member for Safer, Stronger Communities, 

Which Council officer, directorate, or service area holds operational responsibility for coordinating support relating to asylum seekers accommodated at Cedar Court Hotel?

Operational responsibility sits with the Asylum & Refugee Integration Manager, who oversees the Asylum & Refugee Integration Team within the Community Cohesion Team in Strategy & Communications.


Please provide the name and job title of the senior officer with overall responsibility for this area of work.

The senior officer is Helen Brailsford -  Head of Service for Communities.


Which Cabinet Portfolio Holder has responsibility for Unaccompanied Asylum-Seeking Children (UASC)?

Which Council service, directorate, and senior officer hold operational responsibility for Unaccompanied Asylum-Seeking Children (UASC) within the Wakefield district? 

Cheryl Whitehouse, Service Director for Children’s Social Care.


Have there been any changes since May 2026 to the Council's approach, policies, funding arrangements, or service provision relating to asylum seekers, refugees, or UASC? If so, please provide details.

There have been no significant changes to the Council’s statutory responsibilities or overall approach since May 2026. The Council continues to work with the Home Office, Migration Yorkshire, NHS partners, and the voluntary sector.

No Council funding is used to support asylum seekers; all asylum accommodation, subsistence and related provision are funded by the Home Office.

Any operational adjustments made during this period relate to routine service management rather than policy change.


I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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