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Transformation Directorate
Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 508 

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

I read a story about a group that had been created in Featherstone called “PRIDE IN PLACE”. The group had been formed to spend the new government regeneration money. A few weeks later more videos appeared and a WMDC badge.

Please can you explain what this group is?

Pride in Place is a national government programme led by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG). Through this programme, MHCLG has selected certain neighbourhoods across the country to receive long term funding, over a 10 year period, to support regeneration and investment in their local area.

Featherstone has been selected by MHCLG as one of these areas. As a result, a Neighbourhood Board has been established for Featherstone. This Board is responsible for developing a long-term plan and deciding how the funding allocated to the area should be invested, based on local priorities.



Is it a community group, a WMDC council group or other?

The Neighbourhood Board is a locally-led partnership board, bringing together residents, businesses and community representatives. The programme is designed so that local people take the lead in shaping decisions for their area.

Wakefield Council acts as the Accountable Body. This means the Council is responsible for holding and administering the funding and ensuring legal, financial and governance compliance.

However, it is important to emphasise that WMDC does not decide how the funding is spent. Decisions are made by the Neighbourhood Board.


Does this group have a constitution and bank account?
The Board operates in line with MHCLG governance guidance, including agreed terms of reference and standards. All programme funding is held and administered by WMDC as the Accountable Body. The Board itself does not operate its own bank account.


Was the membership of this group advertised to the public and how was it picked?
Membership has been established in line with MHCLG guidance, which sets out a structured process. An Independent Chair was appointed in consultation between WMDC and local MP. The Chair then recruited each board member, selecting individuals to ensure a broad and balanced representation of local residents, businesses, and community and voluntary organisations.


Who will decide where the money will be spent?
Funding decisions will be made by the Neighbourhood Board.
The Board is the programme’s decision-making body and is responsible for developing a long-term vision and investment plan, determining how funding is allocated, and ensuring decisions reflect the needs and priorities of the local community.


Is there a protocol for this group?
Yes. The Board operates under MHCLG programme guidance, which sets out requirements for governance, accountability, transparency, decision making and community engagement.


Who at WMDC was responsible for forming this group?
WMDC officers have supported the establishment of the Neighbourhood Board in their role as Accountable Body, working in accordance with MHCLG guidance. This included supporting the appointment process, governance arrangements and ensuring the Board is set up correctly.

Community involvement
A fundamental principle of the Pride in Place programme is that it is community led and shaped by local people.

The Neighbourhood Board is required to undertake meaningful and ongoing engagement with residents to ensure it fully understands local priorities before making decisions.

This is not a single consultation exercise. Engagement will take place regularly over the full 10 year programme and will be an ongoing dialogue with the community to ensure the Board remains fully informed of local views and priorities as they evolve.

The first round of engagement is currently being planned for early July. This will be a comprehensive programme designed to reach as many people as possible. It will include a series of engagement events across a range of local venues, delivered over three weeks, alongside a widely available online questionnaire for those unable to attend in person.

All activity will be widely advertised locally. The Board would be keen to hear your views as part of this process. If you have any queries or would like to share your views, please contact featherstoneprideinplace@wakefield.gov.uk

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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