












	

	Your ref: 	
Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 


Date: 4 June 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate
Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 451

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 


1. Staffing:
1.1: Number of full-time equivalent (FTE) staff (including, if possible, agency or contractor staff working in equivalent roles) in your environmental health dept, unit or team in 2019/20 and 2025/26.
1/4/19 was 43.5
1/4/25 was: 53.6

 1.2. Of the total FTE in your environmental health team, please indicate, for both 2019/20 and 2025/26, the approximate FTE allocated to the following functions:
Food hygiene/food standards inspections and enforcement
2019/20 7.5 FTE     
2025/26 9.2 FTE

Pest control
 2019/20 5.5 FTE,
 2025 5.3 FTE

Infectious disease control (including outbreak investigation, liaison with health protection bodies, etc.)
Included in the food hygiene numbers above (0.9 FTE equivalent)


2.       Businesses: 
2.1: Number of food businesses (including restaurants and takeaways) registered in the local authority in 2019/20 and 2025/26.
2019/20 - 3109 businesses on record  (31st March 2020)  
2025/26 - 3383 businesses on record (31st March 26)
 
2.2: Number of food businesses (including restaurants and takeaways) inspected in 2019/20 and 2025/26.
2019/20 – 1594
2025/26 - 1847
 
2.3: Number of registered food businesses that are eligible for inspection, but which have never been inspected.
As of 1st April 2026 there were 355 new food businesses awaiting inspection
 
2.4: Number of food businesses (including restaurants and takeaways) that failed inspections in 2019/20 and 2025/26.  
Information not held. The local authority does not maintain a record of inspection “failures” in the format requested and is therefore unable to provide figures for these periods. However, we can advise that 926 written warnings were issued to food businesses in 2019/20, and 1,165 written warnings were issued in 2025/26.
 
2.5: Number of enforcement visits to food businesses in the local authority in 2019/20 and 2025/26. 
Information not held. The local authority does not record enforcement visits as a separate category, and therefore cannot provide the requested figures.

2.6: Number of incidents involving pests (vermin, insects etc) at food businesses in 2019/20 and 2025/26.  
Information not held. The local authority does not record pest incidents in the format requested and is therefore unable to provide figures for these periods. However, we can advise that 1 food business was voluntarily closed due to pest activity in 2019/20, and 9 food businesses were voluntarily closed for the same reason in 2025/26.

 2.7: Number of closures of food businesses in 2019/20 and 2025/26 due to enforcement action through a Hygiene Emergency Prohibition Notice. 
0 (zero) for both periods (see voluntary closure info above)
 
2.8: Number of prosecutions of food businesses in 2019/20 and 2025/26. 
2019/20  0 (zero)  prosecutions   2025/26 1 prosecution instigated

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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