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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 6 September 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 444
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act.  Please find our response below and attached. 
I am writing to request information regarding the authority’s arrangements for meeting expectations set out in statutory guidance issued under the Autism Act 2009.

The statutory guidance for local authorities and NHS bodies (2015) sets an expectation that areas establish and maintain effective multi-agency partnership arrangements for autism, commonly operationalised through an Autism Partnership Board. The national autism strategy (2021–2026) further reinforces the expectation that local areas have active partnership arrangements of this kind.

In this context, under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please provide the following information:

1. Please confirm whether the authority currently has:

a)        an Autism Partnership Board; or

b)       an equivalent multi-agency partnership arrangement intended to meet these expectations.
Wakefield Local Authority has a joint Learning Disability and Autism Partnership Board. West Yorkshire Integrated Care Board also coordinate a Neurodiversity Board which has representation from Local Authorities, including Wakefield.

2. If the authority does not have a dedicated Autism Partnership Board, please provide:

a)        a description of how the authority maintains effective multi-agency partnership arrangements for autism

b)       an outline of how those arrangements have changed since 2015
N/A

3. For any Autism Partnership Board or equivalent arrangement, please provide:

a) Contact details
     Contact is currently through this email address for the  

     LDABP CommissioningLearningDisabilities@wakefield.gov.uk  and for the Neurodiversity

     Board is mailto:lypft.wymhlda@nhs.net
b) Terms of Reference
           See attached 

c) Membership, including how autistic people and/or family representatives are include

      See  attached 

d) Copies of agendas and minutes for meetings in the last 24 months (or links where
     publicly available)
     See attached 

4. Please provide the specification for any work currently commissioned or provided by the local authority and/or local ICB that offers low-level support for autistic adults without requiring a Care Act assessment/eligibility.
Low level support could include, for example, short-term coaching, peer support, drop-in sessions or group learning, and may aim to:

· prevent or delay the need for longer term or more intensive support

· improve wellbeing and independence

· support autistic adults to develop skills and confidence in areas such as accessing the community, social/support groups, relationships, managing household routines, managing bills/paperwork, taking part in volunteering/employment etc. 

The LA does not commission any low level support, however information on local groups is advertised on the Council website. In accordance with Care Act duties we offer information and advice both in person and at the front door, and signpost to community groups and for support with employment etc. The ICB does not commission low level support specifically for Autistic adults.

 

Notice: Section 40(2) Personal Data

The documentation you requested is attached. Some information has been redacted as it constitutes the personal data of third parties.

The disclosure of this information would contravene the data protection principles set out in the Data Protection Act 2018. The information is therefore exempt from disclosure under section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, which applies to the personal information of individuals other than the requester.

In such situations involving the personal data of third parties, public authorities must consider whether disclosing it would breach the data protection principles. In this instance we believe that disclosure would breach the first data protection principle, which states that personal data must be processed fairly and lawfully, as disclosure could have a negative effect on the party/ies concerned. Accordingly, personal data has been withheld from the documents provided.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

 

 

Yours sincerely 
Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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