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Transformation Directorate
Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 441

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

1. How many children has the local authority placed in accommodation that is not Ofsted-registered / approved since 2023? By this, we mean strictly accommodation that operates as a children’s home (for example, defined as Class C2 residential institutions in planning terms), not foster care or any placement with relatives who may have guardianship orders.
 9

1. Please indicate how many of these placements were in-area or out-of-area. 
2 in area
7 out of area

1. What was the length of the longest single placement in such accommodation?
139 Days
 
1. What has been the total cost of all such placements over the period?
£986,438



1. How many children has the local authority placed in Ofsted-registered / approved accommodation in the same period?
58 unique children were placed in Ofsted registered Children’s homes from 1st April 23 to 31st March 25 inclusive

Total number of placements – 97 (one child may have had more than 1 placement

1. How many Ofsted-registered / approved children’s home places are available in-area in total?
37 Homes

1. How many children’s homes are operated by the local authority? 
12

1. Ofsted is clear that any accommodation that operates as a children’s home without registration is illegal, and the people running it are committing a criminal offence. Please provide information as to what risk assessment is undertaken when the authority decides to place a young person in such accommodation, and why a decision to do so would be made by the authority. Please note we are requesting a general position statement, not a response in relation to each individual placement. 

Wakefield Council recognises that any setting operating as a children’s home without Ofsted registration is unlawful and we do not support the routine use of unregistered provision. However, in rare and exceptional circumstances, a decision may be made to place a child in such accommodation where there is an immediate safeguarding need, no suitable registered placement is available and all reasonable efforts to secure a regulated placement have been exhausted, including national searches.
 
In these situations, we undertake a robust risk assessment, including a detailed evaluation of the child’s individual risks and needs, the suitability and safety of the accommodation, staffing and supervision arrangements, and legal considerations, with input from relevant multi-agency partners and oversight from senior leaders. The decision is formally recorded with a clear rationale, and enhanced safeguards are immediately put in place, including increased monitoring, frequent visits, and strengthened care planning. Such placements are always temporary, are kept under close and regular review, and are accompanied by an active plan to secure a suitable regulated placement at the earliest opportunity. While acknowledging national sufficiency challenges in the availability of appropriate registered provision, Wakefield Council remains committed to minimising the use of unregistered settings and ensuring that all children are cared for in safe, stable, and regulated environments.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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