












	

	Your ref: 	
Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 


Date: 3 June 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate
Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 405

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I request the following information:

1. Copies of all declared interests, conflict of interest declarations, or related disclosures held by or on behalf of:
· the Chief Executive of Wakefield Council (Tony Reeves), and
· any member of the Council’s senior leadership team
· any member of the Regeneration directorate
· any member of the Legal and Governance directorate
                     specifically relating to:
· Muse Developments Ltd (or Muse Places / Morgan Sindall Group), and
· the Cathedral Quarter / Ridings Shopping Centre regeneration programme.

Interests disclosure requirements are included in the Officer Code of Conduct, Contract Procedure Rules for procurements and are required as related party transaction declarations for the statement of accounts. Code of Conduct – See attached excerpt

The only declared interests relate to Tony Reeves. This interest was first declared on his commencement of employment. 

The attached email shows the first time it was received formally. Please  note that It has been indicated that an earlier form may have been completed, however, no such record has been identified following reasonable searches

See attached email

2. Any records of declared familial, financial, or personal relationships (as defined under the Council’s Code of Conduct or declaration of interest policy) between senior officers of Wakefield Council and:
· Muse Developments Ltd
· Morgan Sindall Group
· any subsidiaries or associated development partners involved in the Cathedral Quarter programme.

See attached PDF

3. Copies of the Council’s conflict of interest assessments, mitigation plans, or governance notes relating to the appointment of Muse as regeneration partner.

In line with normal processes Declarations of Interest were sought during the  Tender process for Wakefield SRP (MUSE)

This was a further competition process under Lot 3 (c) of the Pagabo Developer Led Framework, with the procurement process facilitated by, and including the moderator of the Group Consensus Meeting, Scape. All members of the Evaluation Panel signed Declarations of Interest with no conflicts of interests submitted. 

Minutes, reports, or governance papers where conflicts of interest relating to the above regeneration programme were considered or discussed.

As Tony Reeves had declared an interest he played no part in the procurement, the evaluation or the decision to appoint Muse (see below) Cabinet minutes – please see leaders remarks item 70
This is a publicly available document

Printed minutes Monday 13-Jan-2025 10.30 Cabinet.pdf


4. Copies of any internal guidance, instructions, briefing notes, or email correspondence
concerning the handling, prioritisation, routing, or response approach to correspondence, complaints, or representations relating to the Ridings Shopping Centre / Cathedral Quarter regeneration and conflicts of interest arising therefrom, including any material relating to coordination of responses or escalation procedures. 

The Council does not hold any information within the scope of this part of your request.


Section 40(2): Personal Information

The documentation requested, where held, is being provided, however, certain information has been redacted as it contains the personal information of individuals.

The redacted information is exempt from disclosure under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act, which relates to the personal information of third parties.

In such situations involving the personal data of third parties, public authorities must consider whether disclosing it would breach the data protection principles. In this instance we believe that disclosure would breach the first data protection principle, which states that personal data must be processed fairly and lawfully, as disclosure could have a negative effect on the party/ies concerned.
 
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 


Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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