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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 15 May 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 23167
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

Please can you provide the following: 

Has the council undertaken any internal assessment or planning in relation to the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act? 

Has the council identified any council-owned or operated premises that may fall within the scope of the Act? If yes, please indicate the number of locations. 

Has the council already got effective Hostile Vehicle Mitigation Measures (HVM) securing key locations? 

What percentage of identified locations still need to be secured with HVM measures? 

The full amount (in £) the council has spent to date implementing the aforementioned measures as well as the amount of money (in £) assigned in relation to responding to 

the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act.

If you have not yet assigned a budget or implemented measures, do you expect to do so in the next 6 months? (please answer either Yes, No or N/A)

Has any internal guidance documents, briefings, or training materials been produced relating to the Act? 

Has the council engaged with private businesses to educate them on the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act?

Does the council have plans to support private businesses financially in implementing relevant security measures to ensure compliance? 

Has the council received guidance or communications from central government or regulators regarding the Act?

The Council is unable to confirm or deny whether it holds the requested information.

Section 23(5) – Information supplied by, or relating to, bodies dealing with security matters

The Council relies on Section 23(5) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This exemption applies to information directly or indirectly supplied by, or relating to, organisations listed within Section 23 of the Act, including those responsible for national security. Section 23 is an absolute exemption and is not subject to the public interest test. The information requested concerns protective security, vulnerability assessment and counter-terrorism preparedness. Any information would, if held, be likely to have been informed by or relate to such bodies. Confirming or denying whether this information is held would, of itself, disclose sensitive information about the Council’s security posture and relationships, which could be used to infer levels of preparedness.

Section 24(2) – National Security

The Council also relies on Section 24(2) of the Act. This exemption applies where exemption from the duty to confirm or deny is required for the purpose of safeguarding national security. The Council considers that confirming or denying whether relevant information is held would be likely to prejudice national security by revealing the extent, nature and development of protective security arrangements.

Section 31(3) – Law Enforcement

The Council further relies on Section 31(3) of the Act. This exemption applies where confirming or denying whether information is held would, or would be likely to, prejudice law enforcement functions, including the prevention and detection of crime and the protection of public safety. Confirmation or denial would be likely to contribute to a broader understanding of potential vulnerabilities by enabling a “mosaic effect”, whereby seemingly limited pieces of information are combined to identify gaps in security.

For Sections 24 and 31, the Council has considered the public interest test. The Council recognises the public interest in openness, accountability and providing reassurance that appropriate measures are in place. However, there is a strong public interest in safeguarding national security and ensuring that information is not disclosed which could undermine protective security arrangements or assist those seeking to exploit vulnerabilities. The Council considers that the public interest in maintaining the exemptions outweighs the public interest in confirming or denying whether the requested information is held.

Accordingly, the Council is unable to confirm or deny whether it holds the requested information.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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