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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 9 April 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 - REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REF EIR 22970
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has now been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations.

Please find the response to your request below. 
Can I have copies the reports from the last 8 years that in anyway contribute calculate or influence or show the value of the Ridings site.

I will accept any names or personal details redacted, but would need to see names of firms commissioned by Wakefield Council to do this task including subcontractors. 

To clarify its any and all reports commissions or paperwork that were used in the last 8 year to value the Ridings to which the purchase price was decided including original prices and any subsequent revaluation with the circumstances to which they justified change of cost, including building assessments or repair costs estimated. 

Refusal Notice

We can confirm that the Council holds some valuation and assessment information within the scope of your request.

We have considered your request under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR) and can confirm that the requested information is environmental information as defined in Regulation 2(1).

However, we believe that the information is exempt in line with Regulation 12(5)(e) of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, in that a public authority may refuse to disclose information to the extent that its disclosure would adversely affect the confidentiality of commercial or industrial information where such confidentiality is provided by law to protect a legitimate economic interest.

The Council is currently engaged in ongoing negotiations relating to the possible acquisition of the Ridings Shopping Centre and a confirmed decision has not yet been reached. The valuation reports and associated assessment information form part of those live commercial negotiations. 

In applying the public interest test, the Council acknowledges the public interest in transparency and accountability, particularly in relation to significant land transactions and the use of public funds. However, this is outweighed by the public interest in protecting the Council’s ability to conduct effective negotiations, secure best value for money, and avoid prejudice to the Council’s and third parties’ legitimate economic interests while negotiations remain ongoing. Disclosure at this stage would reveal the Council’s valuation methodology, assumptions and negotiating position, which would be likely to cause real financial harm, increase costs to the public purse, and would not meaningfully enhance public scrutiny.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact me either in writing: Senior Information Governance Officer Corporate Information Governance Team, County Hall, Wakefield, West Yorkshire WF1 2QW (marked Private & Confidential) or e-mail on freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and I will arrange an internal review of your case. 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner’s Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane 

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF.

www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints
Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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