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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 11 September 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 1103
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find the response to your request below. 
1. Between 26 May 2015 and 1 September 2026, have prayers ever been held at the start of meetings at the council? Yes 

If the answer is "No", please proceed to Question 5.
If the answer is "Yes", please answer the following in relation to the prayers:
2. If the practise of holding prayers began after 26 May 2015, please provide the start date. Prayers were held before 26 May 2015 - Minutes from 2003 are available online www.wakefield.gov.uk: Browse meetings - Council
3. If the practise of holding prayers ended between 26 May 2015 and 1 September 2026, please provide the date that they ceased. If prayers are still said at the council, please reply "still held" or words to that effect. Last held at an Ordinary Council Meeting on 2 March 2022.   

4. If prayers are still held at the council, please specify: not applicable

a) What religion (if applicable) are the prayers at present? (If they reflect multiple religions, please specify "multifaith")

b) Do the prayers reflect the council's chaplain, if applicable?

c) Are the prayers held as an official agenda item, or are they held before the meeting starts and not on the agenda?
5. If prayers are not held at the council currently, please specify whether any sort of moment's silence or nonreligious reflection takes place instead. Moment's silence held on occasion (e.g. passing of a former Mayor, Political figures etc).

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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