[image: image1.png]WOVkJHg_fOV"’OV





	

	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
Date: 11 August 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk:

Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester, 

 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 939
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act.  

 

Please find our response to your request below. This information has been provided by the relevant service area/s.  

 

I am writing to submit a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 for information held by your council.

We are a construction and project management company working with homeowners, investors, and developers, and we are researching empty and long-term vacant properties within your local authority area.

Specifically, I would like to request:

- A list of street addresses of properties currently recorded on your council's empty homes/empty property register, or identified as long-term empty (e.g. via council tax records).

To be clear, I am only requesting the street addresses of the properties. I am not requesting the names, contact details, or any other personal information relating to the owners, as I understand this is protected under data protection legislation.

Refusal Notice 

 

Wakefield Council has determined that the information you requested is exempt under Section 31(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This exemption applies where disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice the prevention or detection of crime. 

 

We hold information indicating properties recorded as empty for Council Tax purposes. However, releasing full addresses and vacancy details would increase the risk of criminal damage and other offences at those properties and in surrounding neighbourhoods. This position is supported by decisions of the Information Commissioner and the First-tier Tribunal regarding empty property address lists. 

 

Section 31 is a qualified exemption. We have carried out a public interest test and, while disclosure would promote transparency, the public interest strongly favours withholding due to the real and significant risk of crime and its impact on residents, owners, and public resources. 

 

 

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

 

Yours sincerely 
Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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