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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Date: 28/07/2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Chief Operating Officer: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 710
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find the response to your request below. 
I am writing to formally request information under the Freedom of Information Act regarding a meeting reportedly held at Wakefield Town Hall on 30 June 2026. Specifically, I seek confirmation that this meeting took place, as well as details relating to the attendees and the purpose of the meeting, which I understand concerned the discussion of social media posts made by Sarah Lee Cobham, a Wakefield citizen, about the Reform-run Wakefield Metropolitan District Council.

I would appreciate clarification as to whether this meeting was an official council or cabinet meeting, or alternatively a political meeting. If it was an official council or cabinet meeting, I kindly request a copy of the notes or minutes taken during the meeting. Should it instead have been a political meeting, please confirm that the room used was a publicly available room within Wakefield Town Hall, open to booking and use by all members of the public at the standard rate for public hire. In that case, I request details regarding the room booking: the name of the person who booked the room, the timing and duration of the meeting, the specific room used, and the applicable hire rate.

Given the reported involvement of West Yorkshire Police, I respectfully ask that you provide your response as soon as possible, even though I understand you are obliged to reply within the statutory timeframe. Any additional information relating to the police’s attendance or role at this meeting would also be welcome.

Wakefield Council can confirm that the meeting on 30th June 2026 was a private introduction meeting between Cllr Karl Johnson and Chief Superintendent Stuart Bainbridge. Cabinet Members were invited to join part of the meeting if they were able, however, not all of the Cabinet were in attendance due to other prior commitments. This was at the agreement of Stuart Bainbridge in order to discuss councillor safety. In addition to members of the Cabinet, Chief Inspector Emma Hooks was invited by Stuart Bainbridge.
I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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