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Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  

REF: FOI 23037
I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

Please provide the following information for the period 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2025, or the most recent 5-year period available.

If providing 5 years of data would exceed the cost limit, please provide the most recent 3-year period instead.

1. Stray Dog Intake and Outcomes

a) The total number of stray dogs taken into your authority’s care

b) Of those, the number: Reclaimed by owners

                                                   Rehomed (via rescues or otherwise)

                                                   Euthanised

                                                   Transferred to rescue organisations

Please see Table below:

	Calendar Year
	Total Number of Stray dogs taken into your authority’s care
	Reclaimed by Owner
	Rehomed (via Rescue or otherwise)
	Euthanised
	Transferred to Rescue Organisation

	2021
	123
	80
	8
	1
	31

	2022
	83
	31
	13
	2
	27

	2023
	285
	135
	13
	19
	115

	2024
	324
	148
	16
	26
	124

	2025
	307
	128
	1
	32
	140


2. Kennelling and Costs

a) The average cost per dog per day for kennelling

Daily kennels fee is set by the kennels.

2025-26 - £15.76 plus VAT

2024-25 - £14.66 plus VAT

2023-24 - £14.66 plus VAT

We do not hold this figure for 22/23 and 21/22.  

b) The average length of stay for stray dogs

5.3 days

c) The total annual cost of stray dog kennelling (if available)

See table below – the council provides financial information in financial years, not calendar years.

	Financial  Year
	Kennelling costs (£) 

	2021/2
	6577.64

	2022/3
	12879.05 

	2023/4
	39337.44

	2024/5
	58214.83

	2025/6
	52981.46 


3. Holding Period and Decision Making

a) The standard holding period for stray dogs before outcome decisions

7 Days

b) Whether your authority has arrangements with rescue organisations for rehoming

No

c) If so, the criteria used to determine whether a dog is suitable for rehoming

N/A

4. Dogs Suspected of Prohibited Type

Where recorded:

a) The number of stray dogs identified or suspected to be of a prohibited type

b) The number of such dogs: Referred to police

                                                           Retained in kennels pending assessment

                                                           Euthanised

                                                           Transferred to rescue (if applicable)

We do not record identified or suspected prohibited breeds as we are not qualified to assess this. Any assessment of this is made by kennels or the Police. 
c) Whether stray dogs identified or suspected as being of a prohibited type are afforded the standard statutory 7-day holding period under Section 149 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990

All stray dogs, including those suspected to be of a prohibited type, are held for the statutory 7‑day period unless police request immediate transfer (which is very rare). The kennels make the decision (after the 7 days) either to euthanise, and/or they're referred onto the police Dog Legislation Officers to officially assess if suspected dogs are ‘of type’

d) Where such dogs are not afforded the 7-day holding period, please provide:

• the policy or legal basis for this decision

• whether the dog is immediately transferred to police

• and the point at which responsibility transfers from the local authority to the police

N/A

e) Whether any internal guidance or policy exists regarding the handling of stray dogs suspected to be of a prohibited type, and if so, please provide a copy

No documented policy.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 

 

Corporate Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield One, Wakefield,  

West Yorkshire  

WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer

Corporate Information Governance Team 

Legal and Governance

Wakefield Council

Tel: 01924 306112

E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
