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Transformation Directorate
Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 
Burton St 
Wakefield 
WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: FOI 914

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

I am writing from dedicated to improving animal welfare in the UK. We are currently in the process of contacting all relevant Local Authorities in the UK, requesting details relating to dog warden services and dog bites on authority workers. 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I would like to make the following request for information relating to the animal services provided by your local authority.

Dog Warden Service
1. Does the local authority employ a dog warden or outsource the role? If the role is outsourced, who is responsible?

Wakefield Council employs its own Dog Wardens.
 



1. What has been the local authority’s annual spend on the dog warden service for the last three years? Either for inhouse or outsourcing the role.  
 
	2023 (23/24)
	2024 (24/25)
	2025 (25/26)

	 £146,657.48 
	 £172,421.40
	 £150,053.85


 


Please note that information recorded is in financial years.
Dog bites on authority workers
1. Does the local authority have a documented standard operating procedure or policy regarding dog safety for workers visiting private property in the course of their employment?
· Please include both workers employed directly by the local authority and workers contracted to work on the authority’s behalf, for eg including, but not limited to, refuse collectors, social workers, housing officers etc

Wakefield Council does not hold a central/main procedure or policy in respect of staff visiting private properties regarding dog safety. Each service area is responsible for documenting what is relevant to their service area. 

Wakefield Council does have a documented risk assessments for the dog wardens service area. 

2. How many instances of dog bites were reported to RIDDOR (https://www.hse.gov.uk/riddor/) in the last three years by the local authority?
· Please indicate whether your available data separates workers from members of the public. If it does, please supply the two figures separately.
	2023
	2024
	2025

	 0
	0 
	0 









I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 

Yours faithfully, 

Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
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