	

	Your ref: 	
Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E:  freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 


Date: 26 March 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate
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Typetalk calls welcome
Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer
T 01924 306112
E: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503


Dear Requester,

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION  
REF: 22946

I am writing in respect of your recent enquiry for information held by the Authority under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please find the response to your request below. 

I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 regarding the 40-year lease recently executed (or in the process of being executed) between Wakefield Council and Ackworth Parish Council for the land at Townend Playing Field, Station Road, Ackworth (approx. 0.87 hectares). 
As the previous lease for this site expired in 2018, please provide the following information to verify that this new disposal of a public asset has followed the mandatory Wakefield Council Community Asset Transfer (CAT) Policy: 
1. The CAT Evaluation/Scoring Matrix: A copy of the completed officer panel evaluation for this transfer, including the specific scores for Strategic Objectives (50%), Value for Money (30%), and Deliverability (20%).
This proposed grant of a further lease is not a Community Asset Transfer (CAT). The Parish Council have had a tenancy of this site for decades and we consider them to be currently ‘holding over’ following the contractual expiry of their current tenancy, and the proposal through the grant of a further lease is to continue that arrangement on broadly similar terms.

1. The Business Plan: A copy of the 3-year business plan submitted by Ackworth Parish Council as required by the CAT policy to demonstrate financial viability and "deliverability" for a 40-year term.
This is not a CAT and a business plan is not required, therefore we do not hold one.

1. Proof of Constitution: Documentation or confirmation that an up-to-date constitution or governing document was submitted for the applicant (Ackworth Parish Council) to verify they are an "appropriately constituted" body for this transfer.
The Parish Council is demonstrably capable of taking a lease of property. There is no requirement to seek the specific documentation requested.

1. Statutory Open Space Notices: Evidence of the public notices published in a local newspaper for two consecutive weeks regarding the intention to dispose of this open space land, as required by Section 123(2A) of the Local Government Act 1972.
     The open space disposal process will be followed at the appropriate time.

1. Cabinet/Officer Approval: The date and reference of the formal decision (Cabinet or Delegated Officer) that authorised this new lease agreement following the 2018 expiry. 
We are not yet at the stage of formal approval being sought. That will be sought and obtained before the grant of a lease.


I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes, but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this matter.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your requests, you may ask for an internal review. To request a review please contact the Corporate Information Governance Team in writing to the below address or email freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk and an internal review of your case will be arranged. 
 
Corporate Information Governance Team, 
Wakefield One, Wakefield,  
West Yorkshire  
WF1 2EB 


Yours faithfully, 

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team 
Legal and Governance
Wakefield Council
Tel: 01924 306112
E-mail: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
