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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 2 September 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:

Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information
REF: EIR 919
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 

On 21st January 2026, I wrote to then-Councillor George Ayre regarding a review of the Council's tree policy. Councillor Ayre replied stating:

"Officers were asked to undertake a review of the Council’s tree policy, including how replacement planting is prioritised and funded. This started with a working group and this has now gone to Senior Officers in the Environment department to finalise and report back. That work is ongoing. I can also confirm that Ward Councillors have made representations on this issue and are currently involved in the  working group that is actively shaping the revised policy, ensuring that local concerns are directly reflected in its development."
I got in touch with my local Councillor Kate Dodd to follow up on this issue, and she received the following information on 24th July from council staff:

"We are not aware of any working groups that have been set up to discuss tree replacement."

Therefore, I would appreciate if I could be supplied with the following:
1.Confirmation of whether any working group in regard to this issue was formed. No group was formed
2.If so, minutes of any meetings and copies of any correspondence relating to this working group. We do not hold the information requested as no group was formed
3.Membership of the working group. We do not hold the information requested as no group was formed
4.Any reports and documents prepared by staff in the Environment department relating to tree policy and replacement. Attached
I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW

Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
Yours Sincerely,

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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