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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 1 September 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:

Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information

REF: EIR 901
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 


1. The Direct Route Precedent: Confirmation of whether the transaction involving the former library site sold to Sharlston Parish Council was processed as a direct commercial freehold purchase at a negotiated rate of approximately £65,000, specifically without the asset being put on the open market for competitive public bidding.  Yes
2. The Open-Market Lease Restriction: If an active recreation ground, specifically Townend Playing Field, Ackworth (Asset Ref: L/00235), proceeds under a signed 40-year lease agreement between the principal council and a parish tier, please confirm the Council's policy position: Does the existence of that binding lease framework legally preclude Ackworth Parish Council from later purchasing the freehold via a private, direct negotiated route, and would any future freehold sale instead require the land to be placed on the wide open market for competitive public bidding (unlike the direct route permitted for Sharlston)?  This element of your request asks the Council to provide a policy position and legal interpretation in relation to a hypothetical future scenario.

The Environmental Information Regulations 2004 provide a right of access to recorded environmental information held by a public authority at the time a request is received. The Regulations do not require public authorities to create new information, provide legal advice, express opinions, speculate about future events, or explain how the Council may act in circumstances that have not arisen.

Therefore, Regulation 12(4)(a) (information not held) applies.

3. New Notice Procedures: Following the statutory public advertisement published in June 2026 regarding a 40-year lease framework for Townend Playing Field, if both councils mutually agreed to step down from the lease proposal prior to execution, is there any structural or legal reason why Wakefield Council could not publish a new statutory Section 123 public notice to advertise a direct freehold sale to Ackworth Parish Council instead, matching the off-market commercial route used in Sharlston? 

This element of your request asks the Council to speculate on a hypothetical future scenario and provide an opinion on whether a particular course of action could be taken under future circumstances.

The Environmental Information Regulations 2004 provide a right of access to recorded environmental information held by a public authority at the time a request is received. The Regulations do not require public authorities to create information, provide legal advice, express opinions, or speculate about future events or potential decisions. Regulation 12(4)(a) (information not held) applies.

4. Historical Specific Assets: Confirmation of whether a freehold interest or long-term management control was successfully transferred to local community bodies or parish councils for the following four sites listed on the council's localism register:

• Standbridge Former School (Standbridge Lane Community Trust) Let to Standbridge Lane Community Development Trust for a term of 26 years from 21st November 2012.

• Horbury Community Centre Let to Horbury Community Centre Trust CIO (regd charity no. 1158258) for a term of 30 years from 22nd June 2015. Let to Horbury Community Centre Trust CIO (regd charity no. 1158258) for a term of 30 years from 22nd June 2015

• The Westfield Centre :   Let to South Elmsall Town Council for a term of 30 years from 20th June 2012.  Let to South Elmsall Town Council for a term of 30 years from 20th June 2012.

• Stanley Sharlston Community Centre Land. Assuming this refers to the sale of the former library site on Weeland Road, Sharlston, this was sold freehold to Sharlston Parish Council on 10th May 2024. 

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW

Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
Yours Sincerely,

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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