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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 9 August 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:

Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information
REF: EIR 837
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 

In the interest of public safety and environmental health, I am making a formal request for information under the Environmental Information Regulations (EIR) 2004 and the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 2000. This request concerns the demolition of the old Low Ackworth Community Centre on Townend Playing Field (Building Control file reference: 26/50020). Please note that this fire-damaged structure sat directly at the side of an open, public children's play park. Despite several prior safety warnings sent to the Council regarding this site and its high-risk location, please provide a direct answer to the following questions: 

1. When the Section 80 Demolition Notice was formally applied for regarding this building, was an independent Asbestos Refurbishment & Demolition (R&D) Survey submitted alongside it to the Council? If yes, please provide a copy of this report. If no, please explicitly state that no such report accompanied the application. No report accompanied the notice.

 2. Did Wakefield Council explicitly ask or require the applicants of the Section 80 notice to provide an industry-standard asbestos or structural safety report prior to giving the go-ahead for demolition? No

3. Did Wakefield Council conduct or commission its own independent asbestos or dust test for this building prior to the demolition taking place? I look forward to your response within the statutory 20 working days, making the legal deadline for your reply Wednesday, 19 August 2026.  No the Building Control Service did not commission any such reports.
I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW

Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
Yours Sincerely,

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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