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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 31/07/2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:

Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information
REF: EIR 825
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 
During the last year I was surprised to see a mature tree has been cut down in Altofts Cemetery. I have a couple of questions about this.

Are the council aware the tree has been removed from a public area?
It was perfectly heathy and of high public amenity value.

If they are aware:
Who cut down the tree?
This tree was programmed by Wakefield Council and was removed by our Tree Team department.


Why was the tree cut down?
The tree was first identified as struggling in 2024 due to its sparse canopy. A subsequent inspection in 2025 found that some substantial limbs had been unlawfully removed by a third party. The tree was also found to be suffering from sooty bark disease, which may have been triggered by the vandalism that had been done to the tree.


When was the tree cut down
The tree was removed in May 2026.


Who requested the tree to be cut down?
The tree was programmed by the Arboriculture department for removal.


Who authorised the request?
This was authorised by the Arboriculture department.
I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW

Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
Yours Sincerely,

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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