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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 31/07/2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:

Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information

REF: EIR 776
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I am writing to request data regarding the council's current management, logistics, and expenditure related to municipal green waste and parks groundskeeping waste.

 

To assist with your search and ensure the request is proportionate, please provide the following information for the most recently completed financial year (e.g., 2025/2026):

1. Tonnage & Volume

 

What was the total tonnage of municipal green waste (including grass clippings, park maintenance waste, and verge cuttings) collected by or on behalf of the council?

Wakefield Council’s parks and grounds maintenance green waste is managed separately from household garden waste, collected through the kerbside collection service.
Green waste generated from certain parks and grounds maintenance activities is deposited at Freeland Horticulture Ltd for processing. A report supplied by Freeland Horticulture Ltd covering the period 1st April 2025 to 30th April 2026 records that the Council deposited 506,940 kg of green waste. This is equivalent to 506.94 tonnes.

2. Financial Expenditure

 

What was the total annual cost, or the average gate fee paid per ton, for the disposal and processing of this municipal green waste?

The Council's financial records show total expenditure of £15,557.40 with Freeland Horticulture Ltd during the period 1st April 2025 to 30th April 2026. The standard charge applied by Freeland Horticulture Ltd for green waste deposited at its facility is £25 per tonne.
In addition, green waste arising from Thornes Park is collected and transported to Freeland Horticulture Ltd by A G Nicholson. The Council paid £4,200.00 to A G Nicholson during the same period for this haulage service.
Additional charges were incurred through the transportation of the green waste to Freeland Horticulture Ltd by internal council teams for which the cost was £8,804.20 during the same period. Accordingly, the total costs incurred by the Council in relation to the disposal and transportation of parks and grounds maintenance green waste comprise both the disposal charges payable to Freeland Horticulture Ltd and the haulage charges payable to A G Nicholson and incurred by internal teams.
3. Processing Logistics
 

Who are the primary external contractors or facilities currently responsible for processing this green waste?

The primary contractor currently responsible for accepting and processing the Council’s parks and grounds maintenance green waste is Freeland Horticulture Ltd. 
What is the primary processing method currently utilised for this waste (e.g., windrow composting, anaerobic digestion, biomass incineration, or landfill)?

The Council does not hold information relating to the specific processing methods employed by Freeland Horticulture Ltd following receipt of the green waste. Therefore, this information is not held by the Council. 
What is the estimated or average distance (in miles) that this green waste is transported from the council’s primary depots to the final processing facilities?
The Council transports green waste from the following locations to Freeland Horticulture Ltd:

	Site
	Destination
	Approximate Distance

	Queen's Park, Castleford
	Freeland Horticulture Ltd, Doncaster DN9 3DU
	Approximately 26 miles

	Haw Hill Park, Normanton
	Freeland Horticulture Ltd, Doncaster DN9 3DU
	Approximately 22 miles


Green waste arising from Thornes Park is transported by Freeland Horticulture Ltd rather than by the Council. Consequently, the Council does not hold transport mileage information for this waste stream.

4. End-Product Utilisation

 

Does the council currently purchase back any of the resulting by-products (such as compost or fertiliser) from these contractors for use within municipal parks?

The Council does not purchase back any resulting by-products, including compost, mulch, soil improvers or fertiliser, from Freeland Horticulture Ltd for use within municipal parks, open spaces or grounds maintenance operations.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW

Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
Yours Sincerely,

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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