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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 4 August 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Emma Marshall
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB

Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:

Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information

REF: EIR 758
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 

"Also, yesterday 9th July 2026 between 12:08 to 12:21 my CCTV recorded six men with documents taking great interest in the area between Wool Chase/Airedale Heights.  This may impact my property and my strips of land.  
I formally request under an Freedom of Information request any records Wakefield Council has regarding this."

I do not know who they were but they looked to have official documents.

My request wasn't about the men but any information regarding anything about Wool Chase/Airedale Heights (i.e. what they were doing there).

We understand that your request is not specifically about the identity of the individuals observed at Wool Chase/Airedale Heights, but rather seeks information about the activity taking place at that location.

We have considered the appropriate access regime for your request. Although your correspondence refers to the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the substance of the request concerns activities taking place at a specific location and information relating to land, development and the use of land. Such information falls within the definition of "environmental information" under Regulation 2(1) of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR). 

Accordingly, this element of your request has been considered under the EIR rather than the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Following receipt of your request, enquiries were made with several Council service areas. However, based on the information currently provided, no service has been able to identify the activity referred to in your request. The description of "six men with documents taking great interest in the area" is insufficient to determine which project, inspection, organisation or activity may have been involved.

Regulation 12(4)(c) - Request Formulated in Too General a Manner

The Council considers that this element of your request is formulated in too general a manner. Whilst the request identifies a location and date, it does not provide sufficient information to identify the activity, project, organisation, team or individuals to which the request relates.

The location concerned may be visited by a range of Council departments, contractors, developers, utility providers and other third parties for a variety of purposes. Without further information, the Council is unable to determine what records should reasonably be searched for.

In accordance with Regulation 9 of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, the Council sought to provide advice and assistance by inviting you to provide CCTV footage or, screenshots that  may assist in identifying the activity concerned. This was intended to help the Council identify any information that may fall within the scope of your request.

As no further information has been provided that would allow the Council to identify the activity or undertake meaningful and targeted searches, it remains unclear what environmental information is being requested. 

The Council is therefore refusing this element of your request under Regulation 12(4)(c) of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.

Public Interest Test

The Council recognises the public interest in openness and transparency regarding matters affecting land and development within the district.

However, there is also a significant public interest in ensuring that requests are framed with sufficient clarity to enable public authorities to identify, locate and retrieve relevant information. In this case, despite making enquiries and providing advice and assistance, the Council has been unable to identify the activity referred to in your request or determine which information may be relevant.

The Council therefore considers that the public interest in maintaining the exception outweighs the public interest in disclosure.

Should you subsequently provide further information, such as screenshots, footage, descriptions of clothing, vehicles, company logos or other distinguishing features that may assist in identifying the activity concerned, the Council would be happy to reconsider the request.

I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.

If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW

Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
Yours Sincerely,

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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