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	Your ref: 


Please Reply To: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E:  freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk
Date: 10 September 2026


	

	

	

	

	

	


Transformation Directorate

Service Director: Gemma 
Wakefield One 

Burton St 

Wakefield 

WF1 3EB
Typetalk calls welcome

Contact: Senior Information Governance Officer

T 01924 306112

E: freedomofinformation@wakegield.gov.uk:

Typetalk calls welcome
From a textphone dial: 18001 0345 8 503 503
From a telephone dial: 18002 0345 8 503 503
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dear Requester,

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Request for Information

REF: EIR 745
I am writing in respect of your enquiry for information held by the Authority, which has been processed under the provisions of the above Regulations. Please note that, as previously advised, the EIR legislation is relevant, as your request relates to issues which affect the environment.

Please find the response to your request below. 

I request the following:

1. App A Jii – “The Ridings, Wakefield, Initial Heritage Appraisal”.
2. App A Ji – “The Ridings Shopping Centre Planning Appraisal Report”.
3. App A – “The Ridings 2021 Study”.
4. The complete Minimal, Moderate and Major Intervention documents and drawings:

Minimal
· “MINIMAL 061022”;

· “The Ridings Development Appraisal for Do Minimal Oct 22”;

· “WCMQ-BBA-00-01-DR-A-2002_MINIMAL INTERVENTION-P01”.

Moderate
· “MODERATE INTERVENTION 061022”;

· “The Ridings Development Appraisal for Do Moderate_Oct 22”;

· “WCMQ-BBA-00-02-DR-A-2003_MODERATE INTERVENTION-P01”.

Major
· “MAJORINTERVENTION061022”;

· “The Ridings Development Appraisal for Do Major – Oct 22”;

· “WCMQ-BBA-00-RF-DR-A-2004_MAJOR INTERVENTION-P01”.

Please also provide any comparison or assessment of the three options forming part of this exercise, if available 

5. “TDD – Ridings Shopping Centre Wakefield – 06.10.2022 (Full Report – FINAL – Rev 02)”, understood to be the Arcadis Technical Due Diligencei Report.

6. The complete 2022 CBRE Purchaser’s Report referred to in Appendix B of the December 2022 Cabinet report.

7. The complete 2022 JLL Valuation Report, including its executive summary, valuation figure or figures, valuation date and basis, principal assumptions and supporting schedules.

I appreciate that these documents were treated as restricted or exempt in 2022. However, the circumstances have materially changed:

· the proposed 2022 acquisition did not proceed;

· the negotiations to which the original confidentiality concerns related have ended;

· the Council has since acquired The Ridings;

· the purchase price has been publicly disclosed;

· demolition has formed part of publicly announced regeneration proposals; and

· the future of the site is now under active review and public consultation.

The Council is no longer a prospective purchaser seeking to protect its negotiating position. It now owns the property.

Regulation 12(5)(e): Confidentiality of Commercial or Industrial Information
The Council considers that the information is commercially sensitive and that its confidentiality protects legitimate economic interests. 
Although the reports were commissioned in previous years, the information continues to be relevant to the Council's ongoing consideration of the future of The Ridings. Disclosure would place commercially sensitive information into the public domain and would adversely affect the Council's legitimate economic interests by prejudicing its ability to protect and manage the value of the site and weakening its commercial position in relation to future decisions, opportunities or transactions concerning the property.
The Council therefore considers that Regulation 12(5)(e) is engaged, as disclosure would adversely affect the confidentiality of commercial information where such confidentiality is provided by law to protect a legitimate economic interest. The information remains commercially sensitive notwithstanding the passage of time and the Council's subsequent acquisition of the property.
Public Interest Test
There is a significant public interest in transparency and accountability regarding The Ridings Shopping Centre and the future of the site. Whilst circumstances have changed since the reports were commissioned, including the Council's subsequent acquisition of The Ridings, this does not remove the commercial sensitivity of the information. The reports contain detailed valuation, viability, technical and option appraisal information which remains relevant to ongoing consideration of the site's future.
Equally, there is a strong public interest in protecting the ability to manage a significant public asset and safeguard legitimate economic interests. Disclosure would place commercially sensitive information into the public domain, revealing information that could remain relevant to future decisions concerning the property and prejudicing the Council's commercial position.
Having considered all the circumstances of the case and applying the presumption in favour of disclosure under Regulation 12(2), the public interest in maintaining the exception is considered to outweigh the public interest in disclosure.

Regulation 12(5)(f): Interests of the Person Who Provided the Information

The Council considers that some of the requested information is excepted from disclosure under Regulation 12(5)(f) of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.

The information comprises reports and assessments prepared by external professional. These reports contain specialist professional analysis in the course of providing consultancy services.

The Council is satisfied that disclosure would adversely affect the interests of the organisations which supplied the information. The reports contain detailed professional expertise and commercially valuable knowledge developed through experience and specialist practice. 
Disclosure would diminish the confidentiality of that information and could undermine the commercial position of those organisations in future commissions and competitive business activities.

The Council therefore considers that Regulation 12(5)(f) is engaged.

Public Interest Test

There is a significant public interest in transparency, accountability and public understanding of decisions relating to The Ridings Shopping Centre, including understanding the professional advice and assessments obtained in relation to the site.
Against this, there is a strong public interest in protecting the legitimate interests of organisations that provide specialist professional advice and information to public authorities. Disclosure would adversely affect those interests by placing commercially valuable information into the public domain.
Having considered all the circumstances of the case and applying the presumption in favour of disclosure under Regulation 12(2), the Council considers that the public interest in maintaining the exception outweighs the public interest in disclosure.
I trust that this information is satisfactory for your purposes.
If you are not satisfied with the way the Authority has handled your request, you may ask for an internal review. Please contact:

Senior Information Governance Officer
Corporate Information Governance Team
County Hall
Wakefield
West Yorkshire
WF1 2QW

Or email: freedomofinformation@wakefield.gov.uk
Yours Sincerely,

Senior Information Governance Officer  

Information Governance Team, 

Wakefield Council 

E-mail: freedomofInformation@wakefield.gov.uk 

Tel: 01924 306112 
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